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QRRA President Report 
The 1999 rugby season has been an eventful year in all respects , especially in our 
off-field and administrative areas. I am pleased to report that the association is in a 
much stronger position to deal with all aspects of its involvement in the sport as we 
enter the 21st century. 

On the field , feedback suggests that there has been a pleasing improvement in the 
standard of refereeing in all areas . The coordinated coaching and development 
program implemented in conjunction with the lncitec Intrastate Rugby Competition 
was a significant improvement in our relationship with the Branch Associations . 

Organisationally, the activities of the QRRA management committee this year 
primarily centered on trying to increase its relevance to our members and our 
stakeholders through critical analysis of past activities and a determination to 
acquire feedback. In this sense , everyone's opinion was invited and respected . Our 
commitment to an open-book style management resulted in many significant 
advances and enabled us to address the following issues in a professional and 
competent manner-

+ improving existing programs 
+ identifying needs of members and stakeholders 
+ review of existing activities and practices 
+ redefining the cultural needs of the Association 
+ setting in place a Management Committee Code of Conduct 
+ formulating a Strategic Plan . 

THE YEAR IN REVIEW 

Member 
Benefits - Eligibility for the QRU Referee Passes were extended and Issued by the 

Association . A criteria set for future years which will ensure that those 
who contribute will be recognised 

- Extension of the QRU Rugby Rewards program to incorporate Referees 

- Development of a "Web Site' and a comprehensive members Data Base 

- Sportsco statewide store discounts 

- A new uniform was designed and distributed throughout Brisbane The 
movement towards the possibility of providing more gear inclusive of 
your annual membership fee is in the process 

- 22 Sets of Jerseys were provided to the Branch Associations that do 
not have an 'Official Strip' or Sponsor 

- A physiotherapist has also been made available to all members of the 
association. Ms Liza Devlin's expertise enabled our members to return 
to duty well recovered and with preventative solutions. Thank you Lisa 

- A Hon. Solicitor and Hon.Auditor were appointed at the beginning of the 
year. As it turned out their services were required a number of times , 
enabling the committee to be well briefed as well as saving valuable 
funds . Our sincere thanks to Mr Stuart Bale and Mr Leon Barrett 



Coaching 
Development - The theme 'The Laws v The Game' was launched at the Pre

season Camp in February. This provided a good focus for all the 
Association activities throughout the year 

The 

- The Management Committee approached the QRU and the Dept 
of Tourism , Sport and Racing, in order to attract development 
funds . The proposal was drafted by Mr Cole Barrett QRU Coaching 
Director-Referees . The Grants will be announced in December 

- In consultation with Mr Cole Barrett QRU Coaching Director-Referees, 
the Association , through Mr Phil Jones and a committed core of 
coaches have formalised a coaching structure 

- The production of a positioning paper entitled -" FOUNDATIONS FOR 

THE GOOD POSITIONING OF REFEREES" 

- A dress shirt has been provided for Referee Coaches which adds 
to our visibility and continued commitment to referee proficiency. It 
also portrays a more professional approach to the game 

- Further rationalisation of the interchange program was addressed, 
with the production of an Interchange Policy Document. It is 
important that we can measure the benefits to rugby through such 
activities 

Game - A number of Branch Associations developed innovative methods of three
way electronic communication . The Gold Coast Branch is to be particularly 
congratulated on their achievements in this area 

- In Brisbane , the Club Presidents were presented with 22 sets of 
Touchjudge Uniforms in order that they can provide accredited 
touchjudges to all their games. This was a large financial commitment to 
our joint responsibilities and duty of care 

- Management Committee meetings were held in Brisbane Suburban Clubs 
as well as on the Gold and Sunshine Coasts 

- After some time in Cairns in December, I am pleased to report that the 
Cairns and District Association have developed their relationship and are 
coordinating their efforts to improve the game in that area. Congratulations 
to Mr Gordon Johnstone and Mr Graham Cann 

- The QJRA Branch was formally closed and their funds transferred to the 
QRRA The Past Presidents and Life Members at the 'Final Meeting' 
recognised that the body of work still existed and earmarked their funds to 
be utilised in the purchase of a video camera and undertaking to use 
those funds for the development of Referees of Junior Games 

The QRU Club were approached for funds in the hope that they would 
consider a 'rugby-minded ' body favorably . Through the efforts of our 
QJRU Delegate Mr Chris Donovan, they provided funds for the purchase 
of a Video Camera a large screen television and a quantity of apparel 

- Two members of the Association have submitted Law changes to the IRB 
through the ARU 



Membership - The number of financial members for the QRRA has increased from 
176 in 1998 to 217 in 1999, this is an increase of 24% 

- The attendance of fortnightly meetings have also increased from an 
average of 35 members attending 1998 to an average of 48 
members attending in 1999, a 35% increase 

- Although still a long way to go, inroads were made to better 
communicate with Branch Associations . Although the electroni c 
media has overcome many of the difficulties. By not being able to 
meet formally , the tyranny of distance means that communi cation is 
not as meaningful as it might otherwise be 

Awards - Congratulations to all referees throughout the state who officiated the 
lncitec Cup Matches as well as their local Grand Finals 

- To the winners of our contribution and achievement Awards , many 
thanks for the selfless hours and tireless work, congratulations 

- Atfer 50 years with the Association , friend and mentor to many, Life 
Member and Past President, Don Duffle has decided to wind down his 
involvement. Many thanks Don for your insightful comments and pleasing 
sense of humor 

- We will also miss the enigmatic Phil Jones, a Life Member and possibly 
full-time coach , well known in the club rugby circles as ' the man with the 
white hair'. Even if Phil 's 70 years of rugby experience from around the 
world is replaceable , his charm and honesty will be nigh on impossible. 
Congratulations on your achievements in rugby 'Jonesy' 

- A By-Law change has resulted in a process for the elevation of any 
Referee in Queensland to become a Life Membership of the QRRA 

- Andrew Cole has been nominated by the Association for the Queensland 
Sportsman of the year awards- Sports Officiator category . Good Luck ! 

Stakeholders - A number of Visitors attended our Committee and General 
Meetings They included, the QRU Board and Operations Staff, the 
Qld Sports Federation, the Dept of Tourism, Sport and Racing , the 
QJRU to mention a few 

- Endeavors-were made to structure the close operational ties that 
exist between the QRRA and the QRU , with much success. The 
results of the work done by the Strategic Planning Group will 
further quantify these details . Disappointingly, the ARU 
relationship was not able to be maximised 

CHALLENGES FACED 
The challenges have been multi faceted and came in many forms . The central 
challenge has been in harnessing members ' contributions and ideas together with 
the perception of the executive committee , it 's role and more generally that of the 
whole own association . 

THE ROAD AHEAD 
The main issues at hand is organisational. The structure of the association , the 
implementation of fair , transparent and objective criteria for all areas of operation are 
vital to our growth and long term development. It won 't happen overnight However, 
with the support and patience of the entire association , the results will happen. The 
encouragement and retention of all of members is the key. t 



2000 
In the last few weeks the some Committee members, together with interested 
members of QRRA and the QRU in conjunction with Pauline de Ruitz of the 
Austral ian Centre for Organisational Development have been holding forums in 
which a re-structure of the QRRA has been the main focus. 

Thus far the results are positive and will only allow the QRRA grow into an 
professionally administered and managed association . A full report will be provided to 
al l members on the outcome of these forums in the weeks to come. We must 
acknowledge the foresight of the QRU for funding the initial stage of this process. 

With the impact of technology, the committee saw as a priority, the need to have an 
internet presence. This exposure will enable us to expose our organisation and 
activities as well as provide vital level of service to members. Although the presence 
is largely 'static' at present, the plans are to have appointments and other up to date 
information posted weekly. Now we have the presence, we need to optimise it. 

Through eMail and this site, postage may well disappear as an information delivery 
means for us , in the not too distant future . Again this project could not have been 
acheieved without the help of the QRU, and it's CEO Mr Steve Thornton. 

REFEREES ADMINISTRATOR 
After fervent representations throughout the year, the QRU Executive Director has 
indicated that our proposal to fund a full-time Administrator for Referees is likely to 
be accepted in the near future . Planning is currently underway in the hope that the 
position will be in place prior to commencement of the 2000 season . 

SPONSORSHIP 
After three years, we have to say good bye to the Myer Centre as our Major 
Sponsor. The rugby community has much to thank them for. Their proven 
commitment to the advancement of the game through refereeing was greatly 
appreciated. I would like to thank Mr David Clare for his positive comments on how 
the association represented the sponsorship this year. 

The committee has drafted a sponsorship proposal which has been submitted to the 
QRU . We are currently in negotiations with potential sponsors, which will provide the 
add itional funds necessary to maximise the potential of a volunteer based 
organisation . 

To our new product suppliers , Rixon, Sportsco and Konica , we trust that our 
association continues . A special thanks to other financial supporters - Southern 
Skies Rugby Tournament, the Gold Coast Schoolboy Carnival, the GPS I TAS and 
AIC Sportsmasters Associations. 

CONCLUSION 
All in all it has been a challenging season both on the field and as president. I have 
enjoyed immensely the personal relat ionships that have developed as a result. 

For those people whose confidence was placed with me, I hope that your 
expectations were met. I trust that commitments made by me last year have been 
fulfilled or at least, they are on their way. It was indeed a pleasure to represent the 

bers of such an organisation . 

/ 
QRRA P res ident 1999 



QUEENSLAND RUGBY REFEREES ASSOCIATION INC 
STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 

YEAR ENDED 30 SEPTEMBER 1999 

INCOME Note 1999 
$ 

Sponsorship & Donations 2 14, 174.01 
Sales- Uniforms 6,388.00 
Wine Club 880.00 
Subscriptions (Membership) 5,775.00 
Interest 225.43 
Merchandise (Ties) 400.00 
Annual Dinner (End of Year) 2,385.00 
Official Dinner (Mid-Year Function) 725.00 
Bar Takings 5,183.65 
Annual Camp (Sunfair) 6,150.00 
Reduction in Creditors 892.62 

43,178.71 

EXPENDITURE 
Accountancy Fees 350.00 
Affiliation Fees 295.00 
Annual Dinner 5,3 17.30 
Bank Charges 135 65 
Uniforms & Gear 14,8 16.44 
Write off of old stock 838.00 
Non current assets 2,765.00 
Entertainment Expenses 230.98 
Equipment (Mobile Phones/Tables/Chairs) 
Fees & Permits 275.50 
Insurance 151.90 
Merchandise 240.00 
Official Dinners (Mid-Year & Commi_ttee l ,953.15 
Diner) 
Postage 470.98 
Printing & Stationary 797.22 
Pre-Season Camp 8,080 .3 7 
Alcohol/Referees Room 4,39 1.53 
Repairs & Maintenance 176.95 
Bad Debts written off 767.95 
Reduction in debtors 62.05 
Training & Fitness 3,000.00 

Telephone 4,257.61 

Travelling Expenses 4,326.65 

Trophies & Gifts 2,709.25 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 56,409.48 

NET JNCOM E(LOSS) ($13,230. 77) 

1998 
$ 

56,700.00 
5,285.00 

4,540.00 
66.80 

2,710.00 
750.00 

3,636.00 
4,805.00 

78,492.80 

325.00 

5,525.00 
204.70 

9,067.90 

388.66 
349.00 
282.20 

269.00 
2,000 .00 

693.45 
281.65 

7,235.74 
2,085.75 

675 .00 

2,900.00 
2,84 7.44 
8,691.80 
3,260.45 

47,195.33 

$31,297.47 
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QUEENSLAND RUGBY REFEREES ASSOCIATION INC 
STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 

YEAR ENDED 30 SEPTEMBER 1999 

l\1EMBER'S FUNDS 
Accumulated Assets - I Oct 1998 
Net In come!Loss 

Total Members Funds 

Represented by: 

ASSETS 
Cash at Bank 
Cash Management Account (Investment) 
Trade Debtors 
Stock on Hand (Cost) 
TOTAL 

LIABILITIES 
Trade Creditors 
TOTAL 

ET ASSETS 

NOTE 

3 
4 

6 

30-Sep-99 
s 

44,653.56 
(13 ,230.77) 

$31,422.78 

9,267.11 
15,101.14 

7054.54 
31,422 .79 

$31,422.79 

30-Sep-98 
$ 

13,356.09 
31,297.47 

$44,653.56 

41,011.18 

830.00 
3,705.00 

45,546 .18 

892.62 
892.62 

$44,653 .56 



QUEENSLAND RUGBY REFEREES ASSOCIATION INC 
YEAR ENDED 30 SEPTEMBER 1999 

NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF THE ACCOUNTS 

I. SUMMARY OF SIGNlFJCANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES 
These financial statements are a special purpose fmancial report prepared in order to provide accounts 
which satisfy the requirements of the Associations Incorporation Act (Qid) 1981. The management 
committee has determined that the Association is a non-reporting ent ity and therefore there is no 
requirement to apply Accounting Standards and other mandatory profess ional reporting requirements in the 
preparation and presentation of these statements . 

The statements have been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Associations Incorporation 
Act (Qld) 198 1. The statements are prepared on a cash basis, whereby items are brought to account as 
money is paid or received, from the records of the Association. They are based on historical costs and do 
not take into account changing money values or, except where specifically stated, current va luation of non
current assets. 

The accounting policies have been consistently applied, unless otherwise stated. The following is a 
summary of sign ifi cant accounting policies adopted by the Queensland Rugby Referees Association Inc in 
the preparation of Financial Statements. 

2. SPONSORSHIP AND DONATIONS 
The sponsorship for this year includes one-off payments from interested parties, and services to 
schools & tournaments. Included in this amount are the proceeds following the winding-up of the 
former QJRRA, a cash deposit of $6,224.0 l. These funds were ear-marked for training and 
advancement of referees involved primarily in the control of junior games, and the money used toward 
thi s directive. A small quantity of gear was included in the roll over, comprising of three sports bags. 
Sponsorships in 1998 include Myer sponsorships for the years: 

1997 
1998 
1999 

Excluding the above amounts sponsorships and donations are comparable to 1998. 

3. TRADE DEBTORS 

1999 
$ 

7,950.00 

$16000 
$17000 
$16000 

1998 
$ 
7600.00 

The executive committee has recommended the write off of a number of bad debts. These incude: 
96/9 7 Gear Sa les - $507.00 
97/98 Gear Sales- $118.00 
99 Annual Camp Sundries- $142.95 
Every effort has been made to reclaim these monies, however for the length of time outstanding, and 
the amounts involved, the committee's recommendation is to write these amounts off. 

Total 767.95 
Reduction in Debtors 62.05 

$830.00 

11 
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QUEENSLAND RUGBY REFEREES ASSOCIATION INC 
YEAR ENDED 30 SEPTEMBER 1999 

NOTES TO AND FORMING PART OF TilE ACCOUNTS 

-l . STOCK ON HAND 
Comprises unsold uniforms etc at cost value, and residual alcohol/soft drinks at estimated cost value. 
Obsolete stocks to the va lue of$838 .00 have been written off. 

5. NON CURRENT ASSETS - EQUIPMENT 
All equipment is expensed as purchased when incurred and not depreciated over an estimated useful 
life due to immateriality. During the year ended 30 September 1999, material non current assets 
purchased by the assoc iation were NEC colour TV, Hitachi VCR and remote, video cameras. 
For control purposes, such items have been listed on the record of non current assets/chattels. 

6. TRADE CREDITORS 
While the current committee has planned for further expenditure, such as the Annual Report and next 
year ' s Annual Camp, there are no current outstanding creditors at the time of this report 

7. INCOME TAX 
No provision has been made for Income Tax as the assoc iation is exempt from Income Tax under the 
provisions of the Income Tax assessment Act. The management committee has determined that the 
association is a not for Profit organisation under the act and no surp lus funds are available for 
distribution to members. 



QUEENSLAND RUGBY REFEREES ASSOCIATION INC 
YEAR ENDED 30 SEPTEMBER 1999 

STATEMENT BY MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 SEPTEMBER 1999 

ln the opinion of the Management committee, the accompanying Financial Statements: 

1. present fair ly the financial position of the Queensland Rugby Referees Association Inc as at 30 
September 1999 and the results of the Association for the year ended on that date. 

2. At the date of this statement there are reasonable grounds to believe th at Queensland Rugby 
Referees Association Inc will be able to pay its debts as and when they fall due. 

This statement is made in accordance with the resolution of the committee and is signed for and on behalf 
of the committee by: 

Dated this 

18 



INDEPENDENT AUDIT REPORT 

QUEENSLAND RUGBY REFEREES ASSOCIATION 

I have audited the foregoing special purpose financial report comprising the Statement of Assets and 
Liabilities and the Statement of Income and Expenditure for the year ended 30 September I 999. The 
statement comprises pages I to 4. The Association's Committee of Management is responsible for the 
preparation and presentation of the financial report and the information contained therein, and have 
determined that the accounting policies used are consistent with the financial reporting requirements of the 
entity's constitution and are appropriate to meet the needs of the members. I have conducted an 
independent audit of the financial report in order to express an opinion to the members of Queensland 
Rugby Referees Association Inc. on its preparation and presentation. No opinion is expressed as to 
whether the accounting policies used are appropriate to the needs of the members. 

The financial report has been prepared for distribution to members for the purpose of fulfilling the 
Committee of Management's financial reporting requirements under the Association's constitution. 
disclaim any assumption of responsibility for any reliance on this report or on the financial report to which 
it relates to any person other than the members, or for any purpose other than that for which it was 
prepared. 

My audit has been conducted in accordance with Australian Auditing Standards. My procedures included 
examination, on a test basis, of evidence supporting the amounts and other disclosures in the financial 
report. These procedures have been undertaken to form an opinion as to whether, in al l material respects, 
the financial report is presented fairly in accordance with the cash basis of accounting. Statements of 
Accounting Concepts, Accounting Standards and consensus views of the Urgent Issues Group are not 
applicable to this special purpose financial reporting adopted by the Association. 

The audit opinion expressed in this report has been formed on the above basis. 

QUALJFICATION 

Revenue 

As the association had not issued receipts for income received my audit in relation to income was limited to 
amounts recorded in the financial records. 



Saleable Stocks 

Similarly no records were maintained of gifts and donations made during the year. This has been estimated 
at approx imately $8000 for the year, after taking into consideration open ing stocks, purchases, sales and 
stock on hand at 30 September, 1999. 

AUDIT OPINION 

In my opinion, subject to the effects of such adjustments, if any, as might have been determined to be 
necessary had the limitation discussed in the qualification paragraphs not existed, the financial report 
presents fairly the expenditure and income of the Queensland Rugby Referees Association In c. for the year 
ended 30 September 1999, and its Assets and Liabilities as at 30 September 1999. 

L.F . Banett ASPCA 
Certified Practicing Accountant 
28/10/99 
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QRRA • Strategic Planning 

Meeting Attendances 

James Anderson X X X X ..... ..... 
Cole Barrett X X X X 0 

I 

Richard Bendeich X X X X X s::: 
Sean Cuffe X X X C') 

Kevin Crowe X X X (/) 
Chris Donovan X s::: 
Peter Gofton X X X 0 
Mike Hurley X X X X X 

~ 
Keith Jennings X X X X X C\S 
Frank Meiklejohn X X X X ~ 

s::: 
Terry O 'Connor X X X Q) 
Enrico Rabagllno X X X X E Geoff Shaw QRU X X ::s 
Peter Smith IJz 1/2. 1/z 0 
Pauline du Rietz X X X X X 0 
David O'Leary X "'1::l 
Oep Tounsm, Sport+Racing 

13 12 8 9 9 

As you are aware , the Committee undertook to investigate a process of Organisational and 
Strategic Planning by asking for members to nominate as delegates to an initial Planning 
Workshop_ As a result, Ms Pauline de Reitz from the Australian Centre for Organisational 
Development was appointed as the facilitator and a direction was conceived by this 
'Working Party', made up from representatives of the Management Committee and other 
interested members, together with a few invited representatives . 

The Working Party have now worked together to identify many issues and concerns. They 
have explored possibil ities and options, and established the need for a more effective 
Management Committee Culture and recognised the importance of their role in creating a 
positive and harmonious Association with an infectious 'esprit de corps'. 

Achievements 

Management Committee Code of Conduct 
Statement of Purpose for the QRRA 
Key Strategic Goals for 1999- 2003 
Key Operational Objectives and Accountabilities 
Key Performance Indicators 

Pauline du Rietz 
(Chairperson & Moderator) 

16 Australian Centre for Organisational Development. 



1999 Achievements 

QRRAAnnual Awards 

The John Minter Award 
Ultimate long service award 
for holistic and selfless contribution 

The Clubman Awat·d 
Exceptional Service to the Association 

Keith Jennings 

Michael Petrie 

The Murray McNae Award Steve Leszcynski 
Most Improved Referee 

The Richar-d Andrews Memorial Mark Gooch 
Most Improved First year Referee 

The Cec Menzies Shield lan Smith 
Most Improved Referee of Junior Rugby 
( excluding first year Referees) 

The RM Bendeich Tt·ophy Marty Chalmers 
For Achievement and Potential in Refereeing 
(Highest Junior Competition GrandFinal Referee ) 

The Tt·evor Henry Memorial Trophy Not Awarded 
Services rendered by a member beyond 
the normal call and expectations 

The Kerry Fitzgerald Medal Pat Rae 
Best A Grade Referee as voted by the 
Club Coaching Staff 

lncitec Final 
UNER 19 Jan Forbes OPEN Barry Walker 

QJRU Brisbane Competition Grand Finals 
U13 Div 2 Duncan Jacobs U13 Div 1 Paul Burnett 
U14 Div 2 Craig Freeman U14 Div F Tim Matthews 
U14 Div 1 Mark Gooch U15 Div F Terry Tressider 
U15 Div P Jan Smith U17 Div F Jim McKay 
U16 Div S Marty Chalmers U18 Div 1 Peter Gofton 

QLD Suburban Grand Finals 
!st Grade Terry O'Connor Scotney Cup Tim Barker 
2nd Grade Michael Agnew Edinburgh Cup Greg Cuthbert 
Barber Cup Peter Redwin Normanby Cup Geoff Pegg 

xxxx Premiership Grand Finals 
1st Grade Andrew Cole Women Mark Hogan 
2nd Grade Andrew Connor U20 Grade 1 Paul Marks 
3rd Grade Marty Wiggins U20 Grade 2 Michael Jennings 
4th Grade Steve Rowe U20 Grade 3 Chris Donovan 
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1999 Interchange Program 
The Management Committee adopted a revised policy on Interchanges in March 1999 with the 
basic aim of improving the development of the selected referees and referee coaches. 

A new Association - Wellington RRA , NZ - was added to the program this year, along with 
Taranaki , to cater for referees who mainly referee junior and school games. We also welcomed 2 
referees from Hong Kong at the request of Bernie Fineberg (previously our Referee Coaching 
Director & now working for the HKRU in the same capacity) . 

Initial ly, selections were made by the Brisbane Appointments Panel from the pool of referees who 
had been appointed to the 'Finals Panel ' for the 1998 season. Given the unavailability of several 
first selections, the members listed below represented the Association . Unfortunately, due to a 
Jack of mid week games, the interchanges to Taranaki and North Harbour fell through, whilst the 
referee selected to come to Brisbane from Taranaki was unable to do so at the last minute and a 
replacement could not be organised at short notice. 

OUTWARD 
Pat Rae 
Jonathan Cichero 
Michael Jennings 
Geoff Pegg (RC) & Rob Walker 
ian Smith & Terry Tresidder 
NOT COMPLETED 
NOT COMPLETED 

INWARD 
Peter Meagher 
Steve Schou 
Brian Heeney & Peter Flanagan (RC) 

Brian Alcock & Don Matson (RC) 

Kevin Rowe 
Sean Newland & Greg Milne 
Phil Fraser & Anthony Dowe 
NOT COMPLETED 

Peter Tann & Martin Dewick 

ASSOCIATION 
NSW, Sydney 

ACT, Canberra 

Hamilton, Hamilton, NZ 

Canterbury, Christchurch, NZ 

Wellington, Wellington, NZ 

North Harbour, Auckland, NZ 
Taranaki, New Plymouth, NZ 

NSW, Sydney 

Victoria, Melbourne 

ACT, Canberra 

Hamilton, Hamilton, NZ 

Canterbury, Christchurch, NZ 

Wellington, Wellinglon, NZ 

North Harbour, Auckland, NZ 

Taranaki, New Plymouth, NZ 
Hong Kong, Hong Kong 

The inward interchange referees also attended the Gold Coast Schools Carnival from 27 June to 
4 July with other QRRA referees . Apart from the weather, this was another success. All the 
interchange referees replied positively as to the benefits of their stay in Brisbane and the program 
arranged for them. The outgoing interchange referees also attended a coaches evening on their 
return to discuss their games, coaching received and suggestions for consideration for our 
coaching program. 

There were also useful exchanges between the Gold Coast, Darling Downs and Sunshine Coast 
Associations, plus interstate and overseas referees for the Queensland and Australian matches. 
The following Association referees attended National Championship carnivals -

Carnival 
Under21 
Schoolboys 
Under 16 
Women's 

Location 
Canberra/ Argentina 
Mclboume 
Ball ina 

PenJ1 

Referee 
Greg Hinton 
Scott Young, Andrew Connor+ Michael Jennings 
Geoff Acton + Marty Wiggins 
Jan Forbes 

As is usual , the committee asked each interchange referee if they would write a report detailing 
what their experience meant to them. This year we specifically asked that they relate their 
experience to aspects of their individual development as well as from their perspective, the 
benefits to the Association and Queensland rugby that may result. The reports follow-
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SydneyPatRae 
The annual interchange to Sydney took place over the weekend of the 4-5 July 1999. I arrived in 
Sydney on Thursday night after having attended the Gold Coast Schools Carnival the previous 
four days. On Friday morning after tending to some business commitments , I met my host for the 
weekend, Robert Tosswell of the New South Wales Rugby Referees Association 

Saturday I was appointed to referee Eastwood versus Manly first grade at TG Milner field , in 
Eastwood. I arrived at my match in good time, and upon reading the program soon realised that I 
was in for a close battle. Matthew Burke was making his first grade debut returning from injury 
for Eastwood. Daniel Manu was fronting up opposite Willie Ofahengue for Manly. Nathan Grey 
was in the centres for Manly and Scott Gouley was packing on the side of the serum, also for 
Manly. 

For the record, Eastwood won the match 34 - 7. The score line did not reflect the closeness of 
the game. I enjoyed the match immensely including the vocal N.S.W. crowd, who seemed so 
eager to let me know what side of the border I came from and where I should go. At the 
conclusion of the match, the crowd cheered, the two teams shook hands, and everyone slowly 
made their way to the changing sheds. The after match function and subsequent referees 
function all went off without a hitch and then we all retired off into the Sydney nightlife. 

I learned in Sydney that all grade matches are video taped. Copies are supplied to each team, 
as well as the referee. In first grade, the appointed referee coach also gets a copy of the tape. I 
received a tape of my game as well as a coaching report and an assessment and have since 
found the tape to be an invaluable training tool, which has been dissected and broken down. 

I thoroughly enjoyed my opportunity to referee in Sydney, especially a fixture of such a high 
calibre as the one I was appointed. I would like to thank all those involved in the selection 
process and hope that the QRRA continue to use the interchange process as a means for 
developing its members. 

Canberra Jonathan Cichero 
My first game on the Saturday after my arrival was an unexpected one, being an under 12 B-grade 
club game, due to the "no-show" of a Referee whom my billet was supposed to be coaching. It 
was however a good way to warm up for the week ahead, and I certainly learnt that when 
refereeing under 12's, always stand a good distance from the kicker at commencement of play. 
Doubled over and gasping for breath while removing a football from your crotch is no way to 
develop confidence in your hosts. 

The main game for the day was St Edmunds v Canberra Grammar 2nd XV. A spiteful encounter 
with a great deal of school hist{)ry to contend with -- something like Nudgee v Terrace. The 
ACTRRA pool I appointments officer Brendan McKormack did a coaching report, which was my 
first report for the season, and gave me some important direction for the week ahead. I also ran 
touch for two 1st XV matches that weekend, introducing me to some of the Associations better 
referees, and giving insight to styles in the ACT. 

The mid-week game was a very low grade game of football , the grade 7/8 final of a schools 
competition, where most of the boys were unsure if they were playing League or Union. I highly 
recommend games such as these to anyone who thinks they have good control of their serums! 

Fortunately the Australian under 21 tournament was being played in Canberra during the week, so 
an oppottunity to see three Australian Panel referees do some high level games was excellent. In 
addition, James Dixon, Greg Hinton and Stewart Dickenson came along to one of the two training 
sessions, and went through some practical work on positioning at lineouts. This practical, 
workshop type session is a MUST to be re-implemented in our association's training program. 

My final game was a Monaro I game, similar to our Sub-district A-grade. lt was a tough game 
with Cooma (Snowy Mountains) v Royals (Canberra "Blue-Blood"), in Canberra. Three yellow 
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cards, and one red card mea nt that the association felt my presence even after 1 had returned to 
Bri bane, but the all - in-brawl and gap ing head wounds seemed to justify the mea ns. 

Ex- uper 12 referee M ick Keogh did my fi nal report, an extremely comprehensive 2 and a half 
page discussion includi ng some slats and ideas. This being my second report fo r the year, it very 
much set the tone for the rest of the season. 

1 would like to thank the QRRA for sending me on this exchange. The opportunity to li ve, eat and 
breathe Rugby for a week under the watchful eyes of senior referees provided me w ith a timely 
boost to my refereei ng career. And to any person fortunate enough to be selected fo r an exchange 
to the ACT, you coul dn ' t ask for a more hospi tab le associati on to look aft er you. 

Wellington I an Smith+ Terry Tresidder 
Terry Tresidder and myself travelled to Wellington from 11 -20 June 1999 as interchange 
referees. We arrived on Friday and both refereed on the following Saturday. Terry 
refereed a Senior 3 fixture. I refereed a Colts 3 fi xture, which appeared to be between 
teams near the bottom end of the competition. Later that afternoon we both enjoyed the 
hospitality of our hosts as we viewed the telecast of the All Blacks victory over South 
Africa in the opening Tri-Nations match. The experience lasted into the evening. 

Monday night is the Wellington Association's meeting night. We attended along with at 
least sixty of the ir members. The weekend appointments are announced at this meeting 
which attracts the attendance of approximately sixty percent of members. The 
appointments are later confirmed/updated in the newspaper on Thursday, as well as 
being available on the Internet. A proportion of the forty-five new recruits for 1999 also 
attended this meeting. 

At the meeting, both of us met with the referee coach who watched our game on 
Saturday. We received written feedback and discussed the report with the coach . I found 
the coaching to be helpful and informative. 

I had a junior game mid-week, and Terry had a 1st XV fi xture. On the following Saturday I 
had a Premier 5 schoolboy match and Terry had a Senior 3 fixture . On the Saturday 
evening the Wellington Association held an interchange dinner for the billets and their 
hosts throughout the week. Again , the hospitality was outstanding. After dinner, we all 
enjoyed the telecast of the Wallabies victory over South Africa . Our interchange 
concluded on Sunday. 

Throughout the duration of the interchange, the hospitality shown to us was impeccable 
and the experience was very valuable and thoroughly enjoyed. On behalf of Terry and 
myself, I would like to thank the QRRA for the opportunity. 

Hamilton Michael Jennings 
I was fortunate enough to be selected to vis it Hami lton fro m 18 June to 5 Jul y. I le ft F riday 
lunchtime bound for Hami lton, w ith j ust a short detour to A lbany Stadiu m, N orth Harbou r to 
watch the All Blacks take on Western Samoa. 

My first game was on the Saturday in a rou nd rob in schoo l I ' 1 XV tourn ament featuring team s 
fro m nei ghbouring prov inces (coinciding wi th a vis it f rom ACTRRA). The grounds were 
muddy due to rain the previous week but a good contest ensued. Sunday brough t a 2"d XV 
game, w hich was somewhat better than the I 51 XV one the day befo re. T he French team was in 
town for the game against New Zealand A that was played at Rugby P ark. T he cowbell s coul d 
be heard for miles as the ABs wo n convinci ng ly. 

~() 



Monday was the Under 15 match between the same two schoo ls as Sunday! Thi s game was 
one of the hi ghlights o f the tr ip. The festi viti es started with the whole school performing a 
haka, some players even maki ng contact wi th the oppos it ion! The quality of rugby was very 

hi gh and a free fl owing game saw many tries sco red. Although onl y U nder 15, the pl ayers 
were much bigger than our schoolboys. 

Some sightsee ing midweek plus a game invo lving Marist Rosalie! The locals complained that 
Marist had brought their own referee and there was some good-natured ribbing after the game 
that Marist won comfortably. 

My last game was Senior B and although not close, it was very enjoyab le. l received coaching 
reports on all but one of my games. Dick Hewison, a visi tor to Brisbane in recent years and 
President of the Waikato RRA, watched my first three games and gave some useful advice. 
The coachmg is very similar to that here in Queensland although some di fferen ces in 
refereeing style were pointed out. 

I headed up to North Harbour for a week and was kindly given an Under 21 game at Navy I 
also attended their referees' meeting and met both Steve Walsh ' s. lt was back down to 
Hamilton for the last 3 days to catch up w ith a referee friend from Japan who was on 
interchange to Wellington. We stayed with former top referee Alan Riley who, li ke previous 
hosts, provided excellent hospitality . 

I w ish to sincerely thank the QRRA for the opportunity to further my refereeing. 

Christchurch Geoff Pegg+Rob Walker 
Rob and I met up at the airport for our 9.00am departure to Christchurch on the 
Wednesday morning. We both decided to forgo the 6.30pm Friday flight (arrival 
Christchurch 12.30am Saturday) and fly in early and do some sight seeing as it was 
Rob's first trip to NZ. Arriving on a lovely sunny afternoon we were met by Mike Moore 
who was acting President of the CRRA. We had decided to hire a car and Mike dropped 
us off at the hire car company not far from the airport. No sooner had we booked into our 
motel for the first night, down came the rain -welcome to NZ! 

Taking the advice of previous interchange refs we headed for Hamner Springs to soak in 
the thermal pools. Quite eerie sitting in these springs while the temperature is close to 
zero and snow is falling. We dragged ourselves from this marvellous delight to head 
across to Kaikoura , well known for its whale and dolphin watching cruises. Friday 
dawned a perfect Qld day, not a cloud in the sky and picture perfect with now covered 
mountains surrounding this small coastal town. We headed back to Christchurch via the 
inland route that had us travelling above the snow line and experiencing the wonderful 
scenery of a NZ winter. 

We were met at the hire car depot by Pam Adams, our first billet. After dropping our gear 
at their house, Pam dropped us off at the local pub where husband John, who is the 
CRRA appointments officer, was selling raffles to raise money for their golden oldies tour 
to Adelaide and enjoying a few jugs of the Canterbury brew. We abstained of course as 
we were refereeing the next day. 

Saturday morning an experience to behold - minus 6 degrees - with a heavy frost still 
visible at 11 .00 am. With NZ playing South Africa in Dunedin in a test match, only a few 
games were to be played on Saturday with all the Senior games being played on 
Sunday. Rob and I had been appointed to Saturday games. Rob had a Colts 2 -
Christchurch v Burnside at Christchurch Club (a referee coach was appointed to watch 
Rob in this game) and I, a Colts 3- Aranui High School v Maris! Albion at South Hagley 
Park (an experience in its own - the field, a set of goal posts - no pads - no corner flags /..t 



and wi th touch lines hardly visible). An enjoyable game for me but Mike Moore, who was 
my chauffeur that day, fairly froze his butt off on the sideline - 5 degrees with a lazy 
southerly blowing across the park. 

Grounds in NZ are normally wet , muddy and not the ideal place to wear your special 
white jersey as Rob found out- me, I stuck to the Maroon and White hoops - no problems 
with washing. After our games, we all headed back to the Adam's residence where we 
watched the All Blacks dismantle South Africa in the Test in Dunedin , followed by 
Australia A dismantle New Zealand B in the Melbourne Game. 

My first duty as a referee coach was to check out Warren Lidstone (one of the top three 
Division 1 refs) referee the game between Sydneham v Linwood at Rugby Park. It was 
an excellent game of running rugby and would have been more enjoyable if it was not 
freezing cold in the concrete stand. A quick feedback session in the change room before 
Warren headed off to get treatment on a dicky hamstring - he certainly had to do some 
running in that game. A report was compiled and passed onto Tom Hannan, who is the 
head of the referee coaching panel in Christchurch. Monday was passed being the 
tourists and completing a hydrotherapy session at the city indoor pool complex before 
heading to the referee's meeting at Lancaster Park. Rob and I were welcomed by the 
President of the CRRA and presented with a polo shirt and bottle of the Canterbury's 
Refs wine. I spoke on behalf of the QRRA and presented the President with the QRRA 
Association tie. A trivia night had been organised with a light supper provided after so 
there was no opportunity to carry out the Bundy tradition. Rob met up with his referee 
coach and had a feedback session with him after the meeting. 

On Tuesday, we moved to new billets, Brian and Michelle Noonan. Michelle gave us her 
car to drive around and Rob was in his element, driving this convertible Rover around 
Christchurch - lucky he had a good navigator - we only got lost once going to training on 
Tuesday night wh ich they reckon was on purpose. We got there a little late and joined the 
other 8 guys on a cold and miserable night and completed the session at Rugby Park. 

Wednesday was to be a busy day -we had appointments at St Bede's College who were 
playing St Edmund's College from Canberra who were on tour. Rob had the Firsts and 
myself the Seconds. At Rugby Park that afternoon, a representative match between the 
Cantabrians and Sassenachs (really a NPC trial between Canterbury and Otago) was 
happening. On completion on my game at St Bede's, Alan Bateman, a NZ Super 12 
assessor, whisked me across to Rugby Park to watch Alan Stead referee this reps match 
that had 7 All Blacks taking part. This was a great learning experience for me working 
with Alan who was assessing the referee in this game. I believe that both of us, more me 
than him, learnt from the experience. After the game, I was dropped back to St Bede's 
were the Rev. Father Brian Cummings again displayed the legendary hospitality of NZ 
rugby. Wednesday night - a great night on the town, with Rob Tasker as host. Quite 
amusing though , ended up at the same establishment as the Aussie Under 21 team who 
turned out to be the touring St Eddie's boys - a late but enjoyable night - no further 
correspondence will be entered into. 

Our touring continued on Thursday with Alan Bateman and his wife taking us down to 
Akaroa, a small harbour town that was originally settled by the French. It was a brilliant 
sunny day and most enjoyable to relax in this quaint town. Friday we moved to our next 
billet who was Alan Stead and the rain came pouring down. Being with Alan gave me a 
chance to have a feedback session with him from his game on Wednesday. Saturday 
morning and it was still raining but the ~ames were still on. Rob was appointed to 
Linwood v Merl ins at Linwood Club, a 15 Division game, while I was appointed to a 
Senior Reserve at Malvern , High School Old Boys v Sumner, next to Rugby Park. 
Atrocious condit ions to referee in - around 5 degrees pouring rain and quagmire grounds 
- not advisable wearing the white strip Rob. My second appointment that day was to do a 
coaching report on Derrick Creighton who was refereeing the major semi final between 
Sydneham and High School Old Boys at Rugby Park. After a brief feedback session with 
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Derrick, it was off to Lancaster Park and the Refs Room for a few cheers before heading 
out to dinner with the Canterbury referees. 

Before leaving the Refs Room, the tradition continued with the presentation of the Bundy 
Rum to warm everybody up after a cold miserable day on the paddock. 

Sunday morning and the weather had not improved. So it was time to pack and head to 
the airport. Rob was off on h:s extended touring holiday with his family who had flown in 
the previous night and I was on my way home, Business Class - thanks to Qantas 
recognising my need for R&R. 

I would like to take this opportunity (on behalf of Rob and myself) to thank the Committee 
of the QRRA for extending to us the invitation to partake in this interchange which has 
been of immense value and experience to both of us. 

Gold Coast Schools Carnival 
The seventh GCSC was supported by a referee team comprising of volunteers from our 
Association, together with the visiting Interchange personnel, who both refereed and referee 
coached . The international make-up of the Open and under 16 teams was reflected in our own 
contribution to the organisers. The mix of rugby refereeing experience and skill level meant 
that the tournament was a truly challenging as well as also having an international fiavour . 

Despite the appalling weather and ground conditions throughout the week, the QRRA and 
Jnterchange referees provided the participating teams the opportunity to play and enjoy their 
rugby under the guidance of an empathetic, enthusiastic and competent referee. Well done to 
all involved. 

Twenty-three referee/referee coaches were accommodated at the Gold Coast, which provided 
the organising committee, the fiexibility to rapidly adjust referee appointments to meet the 
changing circumstances. ln addition group and individual coaching sessions were conducted 
on the non-playing days, principally for the ' live-in group' ; feedback has indicated that these 
sessions were of great value for both referees and referee coaches. 

The coordinating work performed by both Keith Jennings and Paddy O 'Brien, was of the 
highest standard. All referees involved are richer for the experiences and knowledge that these 
two provided. The personal time and sacrifices that they made for the benefit of others is 
greatly appreciated . 

Thanks must go to all QRRA members who also gave of therir services in one way or another 
over this week long event. 

Interchange 
Achnowledgements 
I would like to thank the following members for their help in billeting our visiting referees - Geoff 
Acton, Richard Bendeich, Trevor Cichero , Jonathan Cichero, Andrew Connor, Paul Evans, Keith 
Jennings, Steve Leszczynski, Mark Logan, Frank Meiklejohn, Rod Perriman, John Quinn, Tom 
Ryan , Peter Smith, Michael Tutty and Carolyn Warren The Committee has provided a double 
theatre pass to each of the above for their assistance. Also, thanks to Jonathan Cichero for 
organising the successful social evening at the Sportsman Hotel. 

Keith Jennings 
Interchange Coordinator 



QRRA Brisbane 
The QRRA was able to supply the QRU and QJRU with a record number of referees for 
record number of games. With a signifi cant increase during the year in active referees, we may 
\\ ell be able to expand om· level of sen' ice nexi year. Meeting and Training numbers were 
the healthiest they have been for yeat·s . 

The major development fo r our future is the formulation of an interpersonal Code of 
Conduct, development of a strategic plan and vision statement, the compilation of a 
compt·ehensive mem bet·ship data base. 

These achievements should underpin the existing programs that we have in place and 
introduce aspects of accountability, ce.-tainty, loyalty and the concept of professionalism 
and best practice. The •·espect for a membe.-s commitment by being honest, progressive, 
inclusive and always communicating in a timely mannet·, should be the outcomes. 

Self-sufficient, forwat·d thinking, dynamic and t•elevant Association will be the resulting 
legacy to members, stakeholders and the game. 

There is no doubt that the Association is well placed for the challenges that lie ahead, 
whether they be on or off the field . All they require is a determined membership and a 
will ingness to put in some extra effort. The reward is being part of a highly successful team 
and an organi sat ion second to none. It's up to us all to do justice to our rich history and lay 
new foundations for our growth and development. Don ' t wait for it to happen, be a part of 
it . 

ACHIEVEMENTS 

1999 saw Andrew Cole, Scot Young and Greg Hinton represent their country . Besides the ' 
normal spread of 7, 10 and IS-a-side competitions, the Super 12 and domestic visiting 
teams, Andrew and Scott were appointed as referee and touchjudge to the Rugby World 
Cup. Greg travelled to Argentina for the International U/21 competition. Congratulations 
gentlemen. 
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The most notabl e event of the year was Andrew, Scott and Barry Leask's involvement in the 
world ' s fi rst rugby union 'video umpire' in the match between Qld v NSW . 

Also congratulations to those referees who were selected to attend National Carnivals - Geoff 
Acton, Barry Walker, Cole Barrett, Paul Marks, Greg Hinton, Andrew Cole, Andrew 
Connor and Jan Forbes. 

At the Mid-season function the following persons were awarded plaques. The awards 
acknowledged for such things as 100% meeting attendance, willingness to referee at short 
notice or anywhere any time, and their continued assistance to host interchange referees; 
they were Mick Abel , Tim Harland, Fraser Mallon, Darren Rees, Trevor Cichero, Paul Evans, 
Keith Jennings, Geoff Acton and Doug Hutchinggs. 

MEMBERSHIP 

The su ccess of any executive committee is measured from the feedback from its members . 
Thank you to all the members who have expressed their opinions throughout the year to 
the committee or myself. Feedback is necessary in order to gauge the level of success an y 
management committee, sub-committee, or specific program that is undertaken within their 
term. A conscious effot·t was made to plan hold a wide variety of activities for members, 
ensuring that all invo lved will greatly enjoy the Rugby season . These were designed for 
members to meet and demysti fy all aspects of refereeing . 

Attempts were made to increase the committees accountability. These changes will ensure that 
perso na l agendas and su bjective decisions will be eliminated. 



The side effects of these issues are just starting to emerge, with greater inclination for 
individuals to nominate fo1· 'office' and sub-committees roles, higher attendance levels at 
meetings and training sessions and more of a 'club' feel to the association . 

Although this season has seen the return of some past presidents and life members, there has 
been the continuance of a disappointing trend . Other than the usual injuries and job transfers 
and the odd retirement, 12 of our long standing members have decided not to renew their 
membership . These gentlemen have had experiences many of us wou ld envy and it is the 
responsibility of all members to ensure that these members like these, are again actively 
involved. 

Some people continue to be involved who are not financial. All these issues need to be 
addressed urgently . 

Refereeing in 1999 and Beyond 
ln order to maintain a stronger refereeing community, we wi ll have to 

Active Sub-committees whose decisions are respected and implemented 
Develop a staged education program and " new member" assistance/support system 
Foster an environment where individual goals for all members are met 
Recognise and rewani all membe1·s achievements 
Interactive Club liaison and coaches prog1·am- Multi-tiered 
Create an Information Resource facility, Referee Library and Video Room for 
member access 

As President this year, I had an obligation to achieve many of the stated goa ls outlined at the 
1998 AGM. This undertaking was to achieve some new directions and improve the level of 
communication and information to all members. On a personal note, there were some 
successes and some disappointments in not being able to achieve readily and easily certain 
objectives. But then again much was achieved . 

What is most pleasing is that the association has been able to achieve many of the published 
goal set out prior to the commencement of the year; namely-

• Compensation for Travelling Expenses (Junior Matches- £10.00 a game) 
• Introduce Accountability and Transpa1·ency in many areas of operation 
• Increased Involvement of Members in the Decision Making Process 
• Subsidise Refuee and Referee Coaching Courses via complimentary membership 

in the ensuing year 
• The provision of Free Jerseys and extended member benefits and apparel 
• Provide club or school Touchjudges to all games that our members referee 
• Instigate a Cultural Revolution and develop a recognisable demeanor ,and 
• Develop closer ties with our stake holdus 

Largely, this was achieved in a positive, harmonious and enthusiastic manner. One of the 
most clear messages from the members was that we should eliminate all personal agendas and 
concentrate on capture, development and retention. In many respects they all go hand in 
hand. 

An attempt was made to use the following activities as key elements of member retention. 

Meetings - The fortnightly meetings were well attended, despite many very wet nights 
and three 'competing State of Origin Games' . The record attendance figures speak for 
themselves . Meetings are impot1ant for proficiency, currency and addressing an individuals 
duty of ca,·e. 

Information -The monthly news updates were an attempt to keep eve1-y member fully 
informed of the associations activities as well as a means of communicating various law 
issues and interpretations. 



Coaching- The adoption of the theme 'The Laws v The Game' was embraced well by 
the coaching group, whi ch met regularly once a month . Before the end of May, Co le Barrett 
had received more coaching repo•·ts than he had for the entire previous year. Although up 
50 %, try ing to coo rdin ate and achieve an even the spread of refe•·ees remains a problem. The 
fi gure suggest that we need to spend more time with novice refHees and those members 
with less than 4 years expe.-ience. 

Appointments - An attempt was made to rationalis e the Appointments Process 
E SURING GREATER EQUALITY for all levels was attempted . It was intended that a formal 
documented appointments po li cy was to be used as a means of member satisfaction and 
retention. The appointments board was asked to consider the following -

+ To defin e the relationship between Proficiency/Uniformity, Ranking and Retention 
+ Separate Appointments/Selection from Coaching as well as Administration 
+ To create and implement an objective selection uiteria for all pools and inform all 

refe•·ees prior to commencement of the season 
+ To review regularly all referees within each pool and revise the level of ranking or area 

of operati on and advise all members concerned accordingly 
+ Senior and expe.-ienced referees were to referee at least four junior games. 
+ Replacement Procedure - ' bunt-up' and replace from the bottom 
+ Inter-branch Coordination - 'Shunting' so that an outside branch referee could 

experience a more competitive game and a 2nd or Jrd Grade Brisbane referee may referee 
an A Grade or Colts 1 match. Each referee would have their skills challenged and tested . 

+ Respect elder members and their years of service and to find on-field activities where 
they can interact and influence and sometimes balance the younge•· referees coming 
through. 

+ Avoid patterns and cycles of appointments at all costs 
+ To select appropriate referees and touch judges for the final se.-ies, and no referee was 

to be involved in more than one pool. The criteria was to be in advance and such things 
as meet ing attendance, being financial and feedback was to be given to every referee and 
touchjudge involved via either a verbal or written coaching report . 

If there is a need to address any of these points, then there is quite a deal of work in this area 
still to done. Iwould like to acknowledge Mr John Breen for his commitment to tabling many 
of these points in his capacity ~s Chairman of the QRU Appointments Committee for 
representative games. 

However there are still some very important issues that need to be discussed and resolved prior 
to the next seaso n in order for a transparent and objective system to be implemented for the 
benefit of all referees . The quieter achievers and long standing members should be encouraged 
to equ ip themsel ves with the courage to speak out and be heard on this issue, without getting 
shot down. 

TRAINING + DEVELOPMENT 
Many th anks to Nathan Stewart (Trainer) and Liza Devlin (Physio) for their time on Mondays 
and Wednesday evenings. The quality of their work prevailed when the exceptional number of 
wet weekends came round . As the injury rate went up they seemed the only ones to relish the 
conditions. 

To Ian Scotn ey, Frank Mielkej o lm and Tony Mellick for doing the lions share of the work for 
the ICU Progra m, many thanks . The 14 referees are indebted to you for your knowledge, 
experience, dedi cati on and sense of balance. The program is so successful that it should be 
repl icated at possibl y three other levels- introducing a ' 4 phase ' development program. 

Mick P etire spent many hours videoing games for both referees and coaches . A job well done. 

J\6 



THE ROOMS 

lan Smith, Michael Petrie and Frank Mieklejohn this year undertook to 'run the show' . It 
was pleasing to see the return of the post match rafOe or gold coin donations. These activities 
generated additional funds , that were used directly for members who attended association 
activities . Unfortunately, the room is not set up for the growing educational , meeting and 
developmental needs. 

Litt le did the members, who built the room some 12 years ago think that it would be too small 
for most general meetings by the turn of the century . The dichotomy that exists between the 
Rooms as a financial resource, a cost centre and a meeting room wi ll have to be addressed 
sooner than later. 

SUMMARY 
Much of the work this year was achieved by a the following, and in no particular order, Chris 
Donovan, Phil Jones, Sean Cuffe, Lachlan Kusher, Mike Petrie, Pat Rae, Michael TuUy, 
Caroline Warren, Geoff Shaw, Steve Thornton, George Pippos, Bill Barrett, Dick Marks, 
Don Pen-y, Kevin Crowe, Don Durne, Chric Newton, Stuart Bale, Ian Scotney, Paul 
Hoolihan, Bob Spillane, Keith Jennings, Cole Barrett, Simon Dobson, Gab.-ielle 
Davidson, Carol McGowan, and Pauline du Reitz 

To these people, together with those members who supported the Association by making 
themsel ves available to referee or coach, who turned up regularly to games and who attended a 
number of association activities, thank you as well. 

I also thank the membership for the honor of representing the association as president in 1999. 

Richard Bendeich 
QRRA President 
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Presidents Diary 
Formal Meeting Schedule 

QRU COUNCIL MEETINGS 3 

QRU STAFF MEETINGS J 1 

COMMI'ITEE MEETINGS J 5 

COACHING MEETINGS 4 

BRANCH MEETLNGS 8 
l'NC. GRAND fiNALS (INTRJ\STATE) 

CLUB COACHES MEETINGS 2 

QRU BOARD MEMBERS 4 

QRU PRESIDENTS MEETINGS 14 

QJRU MEETINGS 

QRRA GENERAL MEETINGS 15 

ICU MEETINGS 3 

QRU REFEREE COURSES 4 

STRATEGlC PLANNING GROUP 5 



QRRA CAIRNS 
Cairns as usual proved a attractive destination for national and international teams to drop in for 
matches as part of their rugby experience. We hosted some 7 international teams from the British 
Police through to the Thailand national team. Schools teams came from South Africa, United 
Kingdom as well as the usual compliment from New Zealand. Our association appointed to some 
28 school international matches with most schools bringing two teams. We also hosted a Welsh 
referee for two matches . 

The local competition began in February with the Hogs Breath 10's, during which we coped 8 inches 
over rain over the two days of the tournament. The final was controlled by our visiting Malaysian 
referee who took to our Cairns hospitality like a "duck to water". The usual round of lncitec Cup 
matches saw a disappointing representation of local appointees made way for the main club 
competition with 7 senior teams and 6 senior reserve combinations . 

The finals were controlled by RUSSELL WAGHORN (reserve grade) and GORDON JOHNSTONE (A grade) 
with Cities wining the main event and Teachers the early game. Brothers were minor premiers in 
both grades but came up empty on finals day. 

Our numbers remain solid with a level one course run late in the year in an attempt to kick start us 
for next season. We in Cairns wish every one a happy break and if anyone is up here over the 
festive season please join us for one of our training sessions as we in the north train all year round. 

"Cairns probably suffers more than most in that any outside support appears to be fairly thin by the 
time it gets to the north . We are looking at a number of opportunities to increase the level of 
in itiatives and infrastructure in order to ensure rugby grows over the next 1 ·_ 5 years. For this we 
are looking to the QRU as well as the local association." 

Gordon Johnstone 
CDR.RA President. 
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QRRA Darling Downs 
1 am greatly indebted to the Committee who kept the organisation running , refereed more than their 
fair share of matches , and also managed to keep their private and business lives at bay for 8 
months! 

The 1999 executive was made up of: 

PRESIDENT: 
VICE PRESIDENT: 
SECRETARY/TREASURER: 
DEVELOPMENT OFFICER: 
SPONSORSHIP OFFICER: 

MEMBERSHIP 

James Anderson 
Kevin Flanagan 
Stephen Connolly 
Michael Darcy 
lan Morgan 

At the commencement of the 1999 season, the number of referees intending to participate was well 
in excess of 20, and there was every indication that there would be few problems providing referees 
for all games conducted on the Downs. However, this proved not to be the case , due to various 
factors including work commitments , relocations , and injuries. Any suggestion that old age played 
any part is strenuously denied! 

In order to ensure that qualified referees were appointed to higher-level games , all matches were 
prioritised according to appropriate criteria , and we ensured that the higher-level matches were 
controlled by the best available referees . In addition, our members often volunteered to control 
more than one match per weekend , eg lower-grade school games. 

At the mid-point of the season, an approach was made to the Darling Downs Rugby Union 
requesting that they seek the cooperation of all affiliated clubs with the recruitment of new members, 
and a Level 1 course was conducted for in excess of 20 club and DDJRU nominees . A significant 
amount of work remains to be done to ensure that this translates into greatly higher numbers next 
season, and the Committee will be working very hard to make this happen. 

CLUB & SCHOOLS COMPETITION 

The club competition was run over 2 rounds from late April to late August, with the Grand Final on 
28 August. Ten clubs fielded teams in up to 4 grades, and with locations from near (Toowoomba 
and Gatton) and far (Roma and St George) , the travel and time requirement was again significant. 
The following referees controlled the various Grand Finals: 

A-Grade- IAN FORBES 
C-Grade- JAMES ANDERSON 

8-Grade- DAVID DOHERTY 
U/19 - DAN FOX 

As well , the Darling Downs Association maintained its tradition of providing referees for most "A" 
matches for our major local Rugby schools (Toowoomba Grammar School and Downlands College) , 
including over 10 First XV matches (including trials) . 

Finally, we were again happy to provide referees for a term 4 competition involving non-Rugby
playing schools, as a way to introduce a real game into "League" schools. 

FINANCIAUSPONSORSHIP 

We were again supported magnificently by our "sole rights" sponsor Queensland Cotton, who 
provided a combination of equipment (bags etc) and cash funds. We utilise the latter both for 
assistance with our travel costs , and (more importantly) with some of the costs of recruitment and 
development of our referees , eg travel for referee coaches etc. ] 

Assistance with our travel costs is also received from the DDRU, and we are again most grateful for 
this . As a result, the Association has finished the season with a modest surplus which will enable us 
to continue the good work in the 2000 season. 



DEVELOPMENT 
The lack of numbers during the season meant that many of the development initiatives planned 
earlier (eg training and extensive coaching) could not be carried out, despite the efforts of our 
Development Officer, Michael Darcy. We certainly intend to put these into effect in 2000 so that our 
members can benefit. 

REPRESENTATIVE APPOINTMENTS 

We are extremely proud of our four Darling Downs referees who were appointed to various 
representative matches during the season: 

IAN FORBES - Open lncitec Cup (including the U/19 Final); Queensland nominee to the 
national Women's Rugby championship in Perth (where he refereed the 
Final); and appointment as a Touch Judge to the curtain-raiser to the 
Australia-v-South Africa Tri-Nations match at Sun corp Stadium. 

DAVID DOHERTY - Open lncitec Cup (including T/J for the U/19 Final) . 

DAN FOX - U/19 lncitec Cup. 

MICHAEL DARCY - U/19 lncitec Cup. Michael was also appointed to the Austar 7's finals but was 
unfortunately unavailable due to a family illness. 

SOCIAL 

Despite good intentions at the beginning of the year, only a small number of social functions were 
held, including a family BBQ and our annual dinner (held again on the night of the Grand Final) . 
This is definitely something we must improve on in future . 

CONCLUSION 

The Darling Downs Association is looking forward to the 2000 season with renewed vigour. 
Significant effort is again being planned with regard to recruitment and development of referees, and 
we have a goal of providing Association referees to all matches played, as well as Touch Judges for 
as many as possible (and certainly all A-Grade games). 

DDRRA Pres ident 



QRRA GOLD COAST 
This season presented our Branch with another challenging year with healthy numbers of referees for 
the majority of the season. A recruitment drive during the previous two seasons has seen a number of 
new referees gain their Level I accreditation. Their involvement during 1999 has released the 
pressures on our current members . 

The committee consisted of 

President 
Vice President 
Minute Secretary 
Treasurer 

Royd Wallace 
Ed Marconi 
Barry Walker 
Bob Clark 

We were fortunate this season to have the sponsorship of Rugby Adventurers, who have indicated 
their desire to continue the partnership in 2000. The Gold Coast and District Rugby Union also came 
to the party with financial assistance. The Clubs on the Coast also assisted through match payments. 
The support of these three was greatly appreciated . With these finances, the association was able to 
afford to purchase a number of communication devices to assist our referees on the field . The 
devices have proved very successful and assisted our members greatly in improving the standard of 
refereeing. 

Grand final appointees were : 

Co lts 
Thirds 
Seconds 
Firsts 

Bob Clark 
Mick Eastwood 
John Ferris 
Barry Walker 

Our finals appointments committee consisted of Ross Mitchell, Brian Cahill and GC&DRU 
President, Peter Moore. Ross Mitchell worked tirelessly also as the weekly appointments officer, 
spending many hours on the phone. Last minute changes made his job even more difficult. 

Barry Walker and Andy Date shared representative honours this year. Barry Walker was al so 
appointed to the final of the Incitec Country Championship at Ballymore. 

Our annual dinner was well patronised, not on ly by our own members and their spouses, but also 
Gold Coast and District Rugby Union officials and club representatives. A feature of the night was 
not only the Grand Final appointments but also the awarding of the Phil and Margaret Casey "Spirit 
ofRugby" trophy to Bob Clark. 

Our thanks must go to our President Royd Wallace for his efforts this season. 

fn conclusion, my thanks go to the most important people- the members of our branch who, week in 
and week out, refereed games and/or backed up to "run touch" . Their efforts were outstanding. 
Appreciation is also extended to their spouses who suppm1ed them in their efforts for rugby on the 
Gold Coast. 

Ed Marco11/ 
GCRRA Vice President 
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QRRA Mount lsa 
This sea on has been a rewarding one fo r the Mount l sa Rugby Referees ' Association (MIRRA) . 

\\'e stared the yea r with the usual retiring of referees but those who came on board in 1998 remained 
committed and gave us a so lid base to work from . 

The support from our Golden Oldies was again thankful wi th a happy band of six rotating throughout 
the season to assist with the running of lines in A Grade matches. That was until the visit early in the 
eason of Co le Barrett and Gaven Head . Barrett's visit put an end to a somewhat relaxing day at 

Rugby Park for some of the Golrlen Oldies as they sat for their Level l refereeing badges . 

That was the turning po int of our season. Three new faces attended the riveting Barrett coaching 
season and came out looking for someone to penalise. The unfortunate thing about it all was that J 
was unable to give those new to the ranks the required five games needed to qualify for their badges. 

That wi ll be a priority next season . After that, the season progressed with new-found vigour and 
interest Just as everything appeared smooth, along came Cameron Schubert, from Darwin, to put his 
hand up to referee. Schubert had been refereeing for the past four years in the Darwin competition, 
working out of McArthur River for Mount lsa Mines. His face and zest lifted the standard of a 
omewhat drawn-out A Grade competitio n. Unfortunately, Schubert was unavailable grand final 

weekend due to work commitments. 

Quentin l wikau was appointed the A Grade grand final between Euros and Warrigals and Glenn 
Fau lkner the Reserve Grade grand final between Keas and Euros. Both matches went without 
incident. There were o nly two judiciary appeara nces during the season with limited suspen sions. 

Referees w ho controlled matches this season included Dan Toia, Steve Nuku, Mick O'Connor, Les 
Bunn, Keith Hardie, Wayne Simonsen, Brett Cribb and Mark Levine. As previously stated, it was a 
rewarding season in Mount Isa boosted by the visit by QRU members Barrett and Head . 

Their input to Mount Isa Rugby as a whole was appreciated and I hope we can continue into next 
sea on. 

Thank You, 

Glenn Faulkner 
President MIRRA 



QRRA Rockhampton 
The J 999 season could well be described as most satisfactory. Our main criterion must be the successful 
supply of competent referees for all competition fi xtures ,and by this standard we have fulfilled all our 
commitments throughout the season . 

For this l express my appreciation to all active referees who have accepted all their appointments ,to 
Rockhampton based referees who have met all their obligations in travelling to outside venues ,and to the 
Gladstone based referees who have frequently travelled to Rockhampton to help fill a program. 
T would also in this regard thank R.DR.U. and Simon Taylor for their cooperation in a much improved 
level of prior advice of venue and time changes and cancellations. 

During the season meetings based about discussion of laws and interpretations have been held 
monthly.These have been well attended ,and have played a major part in providing the opportunity fo r 
referees to discuss law concerns with their peers as an aid to improved consistency .Those who attended 
regularly will appreciate the benefits of the discussions. 

Several issues are aJ1ead of us needing to be pursued to a satisfactory conclusion: 

• Selection and provision of a new strip, associated with this are the iss ues of bring ing sponsors hip 
and areas of financial management such as strip supply ,payment of travel costs, Q. R.R. A. 
subscriptions and insurance under the management of R.D .R. U. We are appreciative of the 
goodwill ofRD.R U. in these matters. 

• Recruitment and training of new referees, there is a great need to have new members being 
brought in to maintain future numbers ,the support of clubs in recruitment is important. 

• Recruitment and training of competent touch judges. Modem refereeing requires teamwork 
between referees and touch judges, this en only be achieved by having competent, qualified touch 
judges certainly for A grade and preferably for all grades. With a few notable exceptions there has 
been a deterioration in this area in 1999. Again club attitudes are important but there is also a need 
for Q.R.U. to recognise our competence to provide training to an appropriate standard from our 
own membership . 

• Definition of our status in terms of being a recognisable Rockhampton branch ofQ.RR.A.,or such 
other system as members may see fit, and this includes the need for Q.R.U. and Q.RR.A. to 
improve their service to this area. 

Trevor Hulme (open) and Wayne Carolan (under 19) gained representative appointmemts during the 
season ( 1 believe we could have been more expansively treated in this regard ) and grand finals were 
refereed by Trevor Hulme (A gr.), Wayne Carolan Carolan (Res.gr.) and Gil Ker ( under-1 9). 

Wayne Carolan has indicated his intention to retire from active refereeing ,I would like to leave the door 
open for his reconsideration in the off season, but shou ld he not have a change of mind, I acknowledge 
and thank him for his willing and high quality contribution over many years. He may consider 
supplementing our referee coaching panel. 

I thank those members who were avai lable during the year for advice as committee members , the 
appointments panel, and especially secretary I treasurer Paul Hoolihan whose duties can be quite 
demanding of time and effort. 

I believe it has been a good year, and that our refereeing standards are quite commensurate with 
playing standards. At the same time we are aware of areas where with application a nd the continuing 
support ofR.D.R.U. we can make 2000 an even better and more rewarding season. 

Terry Moore 
Pres ident RDRRA 
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QRRA Sunshine Coast 
Season 1999 was for many of our referees one of the longest on record and an overall increase in 
the number of games refereed at all levels and was, in fact , a season that saw the full gamut of 
opportunities, disappointments and growth. 

A number of new referees took to the field in 1999 however on an overall basis our numbers have 
remained at approximately the same at 38 active referees and with a forecasted increase in players 
and teams for season 2000 we will need to recruit additional referees. 

The rainy season on the Sunshine Coast was the wettest for many years and played havoc with 
grounds and schedules and continues as this report is written. 

The Sunshine Coast Rugby Competition is now broken up into three distinct groups , Senior, Junior 
and Schools. 

Thank you to our appointments officers, Noel Stockall - Seniors, Rob Hall -Schools and Peter 
Dews -Juniors for their tireless efforts made doubly difficult by the wet weather also many thanks to 
our Treasurer Dan Kalle for keeping us on track in the finance department. Thanks to our Referee 
Coaches, Cole Barrett QRU Referee Coaching Director for coaching and running various courses 
and input. 

To all those other referees who have participated, helped and assisted during the year- many 
thanks and our long suffering spouses, partners and families -our thanks to you for putting up with 
little or no work around the house and gardens during the season. 

Schools 
The school season has been spit between first XV/U15 and U14 and below. This arrangement has 
contributed to a smoother running of the competition and has generally assisted in ensuring that 
appointments were filled in an orderly manner. 

Overall the season proceeded smoothly and the school grand finals at Matthew Flinders college, 
saw record crowds attend. 

We anticipate a further expansion of the competition next year. 

The Austar Tens and the Qld U15 School Championships took place at Kawana 
this year with outstanding success and our referees benefited from the coaching from visiting 
Referees Coaches. 

Juniors 
The Sunshine Coast Junior Rugby Union grew significantly in 1999 and on an average weekend 
Referees were appointed to 25 games and over 400 games during the season were run. 

Of particular interest is the fact that a number of schoolboys completed their Level 1 Referee Course 
and have performed admirably. 

To the Referee coaches who have spent many weekends working with the junior referees- many 
thanks. 

A number of junior referees moved up the ranks during the season to the U16/U17 and seniors. 

Additionally referees were appointed as touch judges where possible and this along with the 
coaching has seen a lift in the standard all round. 

As with the Schools there is a general expectation that the Junior rugby union will continue to 
expand and again the need to recruit referees will need attention between now and March 2000. 



Seniors 
The senior competition expanded during the season and a total of 124 regular season games were 
refereed plus officiating at various touring sides and tournaments . 

Our ranks in this segment of the competition was thinned due to injury and retirement however 
overall we have managed to maintain our senior numbers just! 

Congratulations to the referees who participated during the year, sometimes under what can only be 
described as appalling weather conditions. 

The competition was keenly fought and for the first time the finals were fought out by teams from 
Noosa, Caboolture, Nambour and University. 

The grand finals being fought out between Caboolture and Noosa in the Reserve grade and 
Nambour and Noosa in A Grade. 

Congratulations to Noosa for winning both grand finals and to the finals referee teams. 

Reserve grade Noel Stockall and Touch Judges Peter Hunt and Steve Ryan. A grade Dave Shing 
and Touch Judges Dan Kalle and Sid Shilling with Kevin Lynch as No. 4 for both matches. 

Representative Teams 
Congratulations to Dave Shing who controlled a number of lncitec games and acted as Touch Judge 
in the lncitec, Qld Country championships at Ballymore and to those Coast referees who also acted 
as Touch Judges well done. 

Similarly in the Junior and Schools representative season to those referees who represented the 
Sunshine Coast at various Schoolboy and Junior championships well done. 

We look forward to the 2000 season and the opportunities that it presents for our referees to 
improve their refereeing and overall standards 

General 
Overall the season whilst successful, proved to be too long with a three round competition that 
coupled with weather, the ongoing need to recruit referees contributed to a higher level of injuries 
then previously experienced. 

Each referee on average controlled three games or more per week. 

Sadly there remains the ongoing problem of a minority of spectators who continue to abuse referees 
and touch judges and solutions are now being sought. The need for accredited touch judges also 
need to be addressed prior to the season 2000 by the SC & DRU and Clubs. 

On a positive side there has and continues to be an improvement in player and spectator behaviour 
and communication between each part of the game of Rugby continues to improve. 

Our thanks also to those referees from other Qld branches who interchanged with us and our Kiwi 
interchange referee from Waikato, also to the QRRA and QRU for the timely flow of information 
technical and administration. 

We look forward to Season 2000. 

Michael J Hurley 
SCRRA President 



QRRA Townsville 
The cnson 

The final formal season for the 1900s' has come to an end . The season was one where we lost a 
number of referees on po ting and retirements at the end of last season fifteen in all . We also 
mourned the lo s of one of the stalwarts of the organisation Alan (Salty) Eckel, may he be sharing 
the tou h line duties with Saint Peter. 

We~ ere only luck enough to have one qualified referee posted in so all fell upon our February 
cour e to qualify some new talent. Out of the course we gained fi ve referees to join our ranks. With 
on!_ six referees replacing fifteen we knew we had a bit of extra work. 

The , eason began with the traditiona l Burdekin Sevens an excellent time for referees and the bonding 
of the ne\\ comers. The formal seaso n presented its usual pressures of absences through Defence 
e ercises, forfeits and lncitec games but every game was covered and the reports from the TDRU, 
Referee Coaches and teams were positive which means we achieved our outcomes. 

Finals 

I thank you all for the support throughout the finals, everyone put in their all and all active referees 
had the opportunity to visit the centre throughout the series. Our congratulations got out to Bob 

pillane who took the A grade centre. The choice made by the committee was based on a number of 
factors wi th support to the association being one but as always the ability to control the game was the 
mo t important. 

Sponsorsh ip 

We truly thank ENDEZ for their generous sponsorship allowing us to ensure all of our referees 
officiated either in the center or on the touchline in the same shirt, shorts and socks. This added a 
degree of professionalism to our organisation which was not lost on the supporters of the code. 

lncitec 

We co ngratulate all of those who had the opportunity to officiate in Incitec games. This competition 
helps with the development of our referees and also gives us and the team management the 
opportuni ty to measure our standard against that of the visiting referees. We have been pleasantly 
surprised with the feed back. We congratulate Stef Mussap for his efforts in this arena . 

CORA D (Committee Organising the Referees Annual Dinner) 

ly incere thanks to the ladies ofCORAD who not only organised the dinner to perfection as usual 
but also to their efforts in fund raising for this event, thanks Gabe, Michelle and Emily. To Emily 
our most sincere thanks for your efforts yet again this year despite giving bi1th to a Prop Forward 
during the season. Thanks. 

Development 

This year has seen the qualification ofthree new referees who have already shown excellent 
potential Two of these Andrew Bourke and Craig Hills were appointed to A grade games in their 
first season and did nothing to blemish their record . Keiren Keyes has also shown great potential in 
his first year Our existing referees all showed they are improving their skills and hopefully with a 
more structured program next year we can improve that bit more. We have embarked on the process 
of becoming incorporated so that we can tap into funding for development and training . We have 
submitted an application in this years round with Brothers doing the auspicing. 

7B 



Conclusion 

lt has been another year of rugby in Townsville and District. We have officiated in all ofthe camp 
games with success . We have also assisted the Secondary Schools in their competiti ons, Charters 
Towers in their tens, the University in their intra college camp and the ladies in their camp. Thanks 
for your support. 

/an Kuhl 
President TDRRA 

QRRA Mackay 
1999 saw the association start the season with fewer active referees than last year, a problem not 
confined to this area. Our aim next year is to actively recruit more referees for the start of the 
2000 season. 

Referee coaching and development is to be a high priority next year as the Schools competition is 
g rowing rapidly and this year a Junior Rugby Union competition started with over 150 kids. This 
will stretch our ranks even further. 

Referees to gain representitive honours this year were: Damian Eales- 3 INCITEC CUP open 
games Ty lwikau - I INCITEC CUP under 19 game. 

The Grand Final referees were, 1st Grade- Damian Eales and Allan Hayes 2nd Grade. 

Daue Strutynskl 
Secretary MMDRRA 

QRRA Wide Bay 
This year Wide Bay operated successfully, with the usual compliment of games and most of 
our seasoned members 'backing up'. The challenge ahead is to keep pace with the growing 
compliment of junior matches. 

The new year will provide additional the challenges in the areas of recruitment and 
development. Thankfully the Wide Bay members have considerable experience and abilities 
in being able to meet these new requirements. 

Some members were able to referee games in Brisbane this year and appreciated the opportunity . It is 
hoped that the ' lntra Branch Shunting' idea can be further developed to include a wide number of 
associations and referees who are looking for varied experiences. 

GftRY (Rftl(] 
MORRA 



~QRRA Meeting Attendances 

General Meetings Brisbane 

1999 1998 1997 1996 

17-Feb-99 69 1 18-Feb-98 41 1 05-Feb-97 40 1 19-Feb-96 37 
03-Mar-99 39 2 04-Mar-98 44 2 28-Feb-97 35 2 04-Mar-96 33 2 
17-Mar-99 46 3 14-Mar-98 29 3 05-Mar-97 41 3 18-Mar-96 29 3 
31 -Mar-99 42 4 01-Apr-98 35 4 19-Mar-97 36 4 01-Apr-96 40 4 
14-Apr-99 58 5 15-Apr-98 33 5 02-Apr-97 34 5 15-Apr-96 36 5 
28-Apr-99 93 6 29-Apr-98 39 6 17-Apr-99 18 6 29-Apr-96 36 6 
12-May-99 62 7 13-May-98 52 7 30-Apr-97 38 7 13-May-96 32 7 
26-May-99 45 8 27-May-98 41 8 14-May-97 40 8 03-Jun-96 33 8 
09-Jun-99 38 9 1 0-Jun-98 39 9 28-May-97 40 9 24-Jun-96 23 9 
23-Jun-99 32 10 24-Jun-98 31 10 25-Jun-97 34 10 08-Jul-96 22 10 
07-Jul-99 33 11 08-Jul-98 34 11 09-Jul-97 31 11 22-Jul-96 33 11 
21-Jul-99 41 12 22-Jul-98 32 12 23-Jul-97 27 12 05-Aug-96 28 12 

04-Aug-99 42 13 05-Aug-98 33 13 06-Aug-97 26 13 19-Aug-96 28 13 
18-Aug-99 30 14 19-Aug-98 42 14 20-Aug-97 32 14 02-Sep-96 34 14 
01-Sep-99 45 15 02-Sep-98 36 15 03-Sep-97 26 15 

715 51.1 av 561 37.4 av 498 33.2 av 444 31.7 

ie 37.00% Increase 

TOTAL 1995/96 32 TOTAL 1997/98 37 

TOTAL 1996/97 33 TOTAL 1998/99 51 



Brisbane Member Profile 

1999 Active 
New Members 

ANDERSON, I 1999 HIGGINSON, B 1999 O'KEEFFE, J 1999 

ARMSTRONG, P 1999 HODDA, L 1999 PROFKE, L 1999 

BARLOW, D 1999 HODDA, P 1999 RETCHFORD, A 1999 

CLARKE, S 1998 JACOBS, D 1999 ROBBIE, T 1999 

DATE, A 1999 KOHL, L 1999 ROBERTS, P 1999 

DEVLIN, T 1999 LEE,G 1999 TASKER,S 1999 

DUFFY, P 1999 LEE,S 1999 TWOMEY, J A 1999 

FLEISCHFRESSER, Q 1999 LUAFUTUT A, P 1999 VERNER,N 1999 

FORRESTER,C 1999 MACDONALD, T 1999 WALLACE, M 1999 

FREEMAN, C 1999 MANSON,M 1999 WARREN , C 1999 

GAITER, W 1999 McCANN,N 1999 WILLIAMS , S 1999 

GEORGE, P 1999 MEIKLEJOHN, D 1999 

GOOCH, M 1999 MOULDS, P 1999 

Reitred in 1998 or 

Not Refereeing Games Games Games 

BAYNES, D 142 HOLMES, G 8 RUDLIN, S 14 
CARTER, D 10 LAUDER, B 116 SAINT, D 10 
CICHERO, T 136 LEASK, B 652 SMEATON,M 224 
COLLINS, R 137 LYNCH, S 34 SMITH, P 258 
DALY, M 44 MADDRELL, S 21 SPENCE, L 145 
DINNEN, A 205 MciNTOSH, I 83 STOKES, D 193 
ELPHICK, D 147 McPHEE, I 400 TRUE, D 422 
FIENBERG, B 623 MeSA VENA Y, A 15 WAGNER, L 12 
FOX, D 37 MELLOY, R 96 WESTON, M 7 
HARTLEY, B 83 MICAILLIF, P 6 WEBB, J 23 
HEESON,W 28 MURDOCH, J 259 WILKES, P 12 
HEYCOTT, W 7 PENGELLY, M 10 
HOPPER, R 69 RIDDLE, C 29 

Brisbane Milestones 
Games Name Games Name Games Name Games Name 

lliiiJ MEEK, F KENNEDY,B COSGROVE, M MALLON , F 
RAUKETTE, J MEIKLEJOHN , F GARRARD, J 

COLE, A O'CONNOR, T TRESIDDER, T LESZCYNSKI, S 
ZINGELMANN, R MONAGHAN, L REES,D 
BROCKETT, R IIEEI!J DONOVAN, C QUINN, P REA,P 

~GOFTON,P NEWTON, C BURNETT, P 
McLEAN, G 
GROGAN, D 

BARKER,T RABAGLINO, E 
e:JIPEGG,G McCARTHY, J HINDMARSH , T 

TALBOT, M 

TALBOT, P 
GAFFNEY,M 39 



* ~ Brisbane Member Games 

1999 
Av GAME per MEMBER 

12 GAMES 



QRRA Appointments Board 
This year the QRRA Management Committee put in place an "A ppointments Policy" guidelines 
the final draft of this document followed the input of many senior and experienced members of 
our association. Whilst the final draft many not have pleased everyone, I feel that a workable and 
fair format for referee appointments was achieved . 

The Appointments Committee this year consisted of the following personnel: 
l) Chairman Mark Logan 
2) Pool One Appointments Officer Barry Leask 
3) Pool Two Appointments Officer Peter Smith 
4) Pool Three Appointments Officer Peter Gofton 
5) Referees Coaches' Representative Phil Jones 

The committee met on 7 occasions during the season. Lengthy discussion and evaluations of 
referees ' performances and development took place. Pool Two appointments always provided the 
committee with their toughest challenges throughout the season. 

The reasons for this included retirements and persistent injuries forcing some members to be 
unavailable for week son end. Phil Jones and this fellow coaches are owed an enormous amount 
of gratitude for their constant influx of reports. There reports provided the Appointments ' 
Officers with a great deal of very helpful information. As chairman of the committee, 1 can 
assure members that the appointments in the main, were very much merit and performance based . 

On behalf of the committee, I would like to thank all active referees for their efforts throughout 
the year. Each year, the number of games to be refereed increases, whilst our numbers remain 
static, thus increasing the burden on each active member. 

On top of this, the number of last game changes at all levels of rugby, places an enormous 
workload on the Appointments Officers to ensure that referees are present at all games. The 
efforts here of Peter Gofton and Peter Smith are extremely note worthy. 

lt would be remiss of not only the Appointments Committee, but the QRRA members not to thank 
Ms Gabrielle Davidson. Without Gabrielle 's tireless efforts at the QRU Headquarters, no referee 
would ever receive notification of their appointments . Thank you Gabrielle. 

The development of the a QRRA Database by Pat Rae may prove to be an invaluable tool for 
future Appointments' Committee. The notification of refereeing appointments via the internet 
may well help to minimize the number of " late pull-outs" . Also it may prove to be a real cost
saving measure with respect to printing and postage costs for the QRU, as well as for our 
association's mobile phone bills. Only time will tell . 

Finally, on behalf of my fellow committee members, I would again like to thank all our referees 
this season for their fine efforts. We hope to see you all back in 2000, fit , healthy and raring to go . 

Yours in refereeing 

Mavk Logah 
Chairman 
QRRA Appointments Committee 



1999Theme The Laws v The Game 
A successful pre-season 'Camp' was conducted within the district of a Branch Association at 
Discovery Beach Resort. Sunshine Coast, to launch the season and to communicate to as 
many members as possible the thrust of the 1999 Coaching and Development Program -
The Laws versus the Game. 

The 78 referees who attended represented a wide range of abilities and experiences . All 
Queensland Associations were represented in some way. Most noticeable was the number 
of new members to refereeing , who had just either just completed the recent Level I Course 
in November or who had not yet 'been let loose' on the paddock. 

The Sessions provide a great deal of information, relevant to all experience and involvement 
in the game. The content of the weekend remains instructive, entertaining and challenging. It 
is largely a matter of how you interpret and discuss your philosophies and ides with others . 

The weekend was very informative, with particular emphasis placed on 'The Game 
Document'. A paper on Law interpretations and intended rulings. Besides a very interesting 
and entertaining debate on refereeing The Laws v The Game, by Affirmative: Tom Ryan , 
Mark Hogan & Rod Brockett vervus Negative: Steven Leszczynski , Greg Cree & Andrew 
Cole 

The committee wanted a vehicle that would recognise that different levels of the game should 
also be approached differently by referees. The topics included -

• Safety First- Juniors and competitive level 
• Refreeeing Subbies & lower grades 
• Refereeing the highly competitive and A Grade 
• Minimise bad habits -you could be damaging yourself physically 
• Using your Captains 
• Refereeing is Position, Position, and Position 
• The Game we want- the style, the phases, the compromises 
• Juniors as a rugby breeding ground- Recognise our impact 

As usual , the presenters were a range of international referees, coaches or administrators as 
wel l as beginner and even non rugby personnel. We were however privileged to enlist the 
support of a number of key personnel within the game. 

Andrew Cole 
Steve Nance 
Gary Nucifora 
Tom Barker 
Russell Trotter 

INTERNATIONAL REFEREE 

WALLABIES TRAINER 

L 3 + 1 stXV COACH & AUST SCHOOLBOYS MANAGER 

L3 + ASUT SCHOOLBOY COACH 

AUSTRALIAN REFEREE MANAGER 

This pre-season activity is seen as an important vehicle to attract and retain members , as 
well as address the areas of proficiency, consistency, indemnity, education and development. 
It aslo provides a means to determine our organisational relevance to referee branches and 
other stakeholders throughout the state. 

1999 PreSeason Camp 
Organ ising Committee 



QRRA Referee Coaches 
A tota l of 19 Referees Coaches met month ly from March to September under the chairmanship of GeoiT 
Pegg. The agenda was va ried ancl included -

+ Discussion on coaching techn iques 
+ Discussions on reporting 
+ Discussions with individual referees on thei r games which had been video taped 
+ Discussions on reports received by in divi du al rett:rees who has been away on exchange duties 
+ Review of the achi evements of 1999 and an appra isal of what improvement should be made for 2000 

In add ition to attending meet ings, referee coaches completed over 200 reports on 9 1 referees (p lus 20 
visitors) which does not include those reports which were not sent to referees via the normal system 
maybe over 300 in tota l. This is a signi fica nt increase on prev ious years . 

Coaches also ass isted at the Gold Coast School Carn ival in June I July 1999 and were involved with many 
referees and coaches on interchange from Austra lia and overseas .. 

The acqu isi tion of the video camera presented by the QRU Club has already proved to be of great value. 

The Referee Coaches have prepared a paper entitl ed " FOUNDATIONS fOR TIIE GOOD POSffiONING OF 
REFS" which should be available for coaches in due course. 

The appointments board was also co-opted to represent coaches. 

<:f!JU '{)fWS/ 
QRR A Coaching Coordinato r 

Coaching Assessment 
Reports Reports 

NAMES REPORTS NAMES REPORTS NAMES REPORTS 

Cole Barrett 22 Michaei'Backstrom 1 lan Scotney 13 
Keith Jennings 20 Tom Ryan 10 Peter Smith 7 
Trevor Cichero 15 Rex Ward 7 Tony Mellick 4 
Phil Jones 56 Jack Ezzy 13 Paddy O'Brier 5 
John Raukete 10 Ed Marconi 11 Cole Barrett 4 
Terry O'Connor 5 Chris Newton 12 Peter Gatton 6 
Michael Carse 8 Tony Mellick 4 
Don Duffell 14 Bodie Bassinwatie 5 TOTAL= 39 
Peter Gofton 19 lan Morgan 4 
Mick Gahan 6 Frank Micklejohn 2 
Rod Perrimen 8 Richard Bendeich 3 
Peter Smith 14 Michael Hurley 10 
Mark Hogan 2 Paddy O'Brien 10 
Peter Hunt 13 Chris Donovan 1 

TOTAL= 212 



1999 Coaching Reports 
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o54 

o55 

ltv If 

Name 

Abell M 
Action G 
Agnew M 
AjaX R 
Allen N 
Backstrom M 
Backstrom P 
Barker C 
Barker T 
Barrett C 
Bendeich R 
Blacket J 
Bonar R 
Brockett R 
Burnett P 
Burr J 
Cahill B 
Cameron C 
Carter D 
Chalmers M 
Christensen B 
Cichero J 
Cichero T 
Clark B 
Clark M 
Cole A 
Connor A 
Cosgrove M 
Coutts W 
Craig G 
Cree G 
Cuffe S 
Cuthbert G 
Davis R 
Dearlove G 
Dee J 
Devlin T 
Dilk J 
Donovan C 
Duffy G 
Duffy P 
Dunne T 
Evans p 
Fawcett N 
Fleischresser Q 
Fleming B 
Forrester C 
Freeman C 
G Duffy 
Gaffney M 
GaiterW 
Gardiner G 
Garrard J 
Gofton P 
Gooch M 

Reports 
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Name 

Grogan D 
Hanley M 
Harding P 
Harland T 
Higg inson B 
Hinch J 
Hindmarch A 
Hinton G 
Hogan M 
Hogarth L 
Hopper R 
Hutchings D 
Jacobs D 
Jennings M 
Johnson N 
Jones K 
Jones P 
Kennedy B 
Kersnovske R 
Kleinhans A 
Kusher L 
Lee G 
Leeson C 
Leszczynski S 
Lewis S 
Logan M 
Lubowicz M 
M'Carthy J 
Mallon F 

o85 Manson M 
o86 Marconi E 
o87 Marks P 
oss Master R 
o89 Mateer B 
o9o Matthews T 
o91 McFerran P 
o92 Mcintosh T 
o93 McKay J 
o94 Mclean G 
o95 McMahon D 
o96 Meek F 
o97 Meiklejohn D 
o9B Meiklejohn F 
o99 Moffat J 
otoo Monaghan L 
otot Moulds P 

ot02 Moulds P 
ot03 Murray D 
o104 Newton C 
oto5 O'Cal laghan B 
ot06 O'Connor T 
o107 O'Keefe J 
o10B Pegg G 
o109 Perry C 
o110 Petrie M 

Reports 
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2 
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2 
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2 
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2 
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1 
1 
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4 
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Name Reports 

o111 Prasser B 
o112 Prasser N 
o113 Pullan C 
o114 Quinn J 
o115 Quinn P 
o116 Rabaglino E 
o117 Ra e P 
o11B Raukete J 
o119 Monaghan L 
o120 Moulds P 
o121 Moulds P 
o122 Murray D 
o123 Newton C 
o124 O'Callaghan B 
o125 Roberts P 
o126 Robertson I 
o127 Roush P 
o12B Rowe S 
o129 Ryan T 
o130 Scobie S 
o131 Siemon B 
o132 Smith I 
o133 Speechly M 
o134 Sullivan S 
o135 Taito T 
o136 Talbot M 
o137 Talbot P 
o13B TalbotT 
o139 Tasker S 
ot40 Townley A 

5 

3 

5 
1 
1 

1 

2 
1 
1 

2 
2 
1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

ot41 Tresidder T 2 
o142 Tuiloma T 
o143 Tutty M 7 
o144 Twomey J 1 
o145 Twomey K A 3 
o146 Twomey K J 1 
o147 Uscinski S 
o14B Walker R 4 
o149 Wallace M 
o15o Walls G 1 
o151 Ward R 
ot52 Warren C 8 
o153 Wiggins M 6 
o154 Young S 1 
o155 Zingelmann R 2 

Total Referees 155 

OTHERS 36 

Total Reports 356 
As at OCTOBER 2, 1999. 

91 REFEREES COACHED 

= 58% OF MEMBERS 



QRRA Lecture Program 
The 1999 Lecture Program spanned fourteen of the fifteen meetings this year. The aim was to 
provide an interesting program of topics that appealed to a broad range of experienced and less 
experienced referees and helped them to improve their performance. As in previous years, issues 
such as relevance, currency, expertise, appropriate modes of delivery and continuity were 
carefu lly considered in developing the lecture program. 

The range of topics was chosen deliberately to provide a so lid foundation for referees - to confirm 
law interpretations and good practices, to explore and evaluate other perspectives, and to develop 
a greater understanding of their own style as a referee. The schedule of topics was arranged to 
address the demands on referees at particular times during the rugby season. 

Thanks to all the presenters, from outside and inside the ranks of QRRA, for their time in 
preparing and delivering their ' lectures' . In fact a variety of modes of delivery were employed 
lecture/discussions, group sessions, practical demonstrations, video/discussions, and 
handout/discussions. The credibility of the presenters was an important criterion for selection and 
their contribution to our development as referees was well received . This together with many 
formal Law questions and answer clarifications, provided a varied and informative vehicle to 
update, educate and involve referees of all levels of experience . 

To maxim ise the benefits of both the Lecture Series and the formal Coaching Program a more 
integt·ated process needs to be developed. 

Thanks also to those who helped with organising the structure of the lecture program this year -
especia lly RICHARD BENDEICH, NEIL JOHNSON, ROGER MASTERS, PffiL JONES and COLE 
BARRETT the QRU Coaching Director - Referees. 

We also wish to place on record our appreciation for the interest and commitment shown by those 
outside our association who gave freely of their time - particularly Toot Byron, Kevin Crowe, 
Alex Eva ns, Trent Forno, John Rowe, and Dick Marks. Thankyou Gentlemen. 

A copy of the program follows-

QRRA Lecture Co-ordinator 
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1999 QRRA Lecture Program 
MEETING 
and METHOD 

Meeting# 1 
Reports and 
Season Plan 

Meeting# 2 
Report and 
Questions 

Meeting# 3 
Practical with 

Live Demos 

DATE SUBJECT 
and CONTENT 

Committee OFF-SEASON REPORT 

17-Feb-99 and PLANS FOR 1999 SEASON 

Inc. Passes, Uniforms, Expenses & Coaching Thrust 

The Road Ahead - QRU DIRECTION 

03-Mar-99 QRU Plans for RUGBY & Referee Expectations 

Contest v Continuity- ' The Game Document ' 

17-Mar-99 ARU Consolidated Rulings & Interpretations 

Law - Question and Answers 

PRESENTER 

QRRA EXECUTIVE 

GEORGE PIPPOS 

A COLE I S YOUNG 

Meeting # 4 First Impressions - ' Role of the Referee/ Adjudicator' TOOT BYRON 

Interactive 
Meeting Discussion 

31-Mar-99 Standards & Impact at different levels 

Meeting # 5 The Modem Game - Coaching Perspective ALEC EVANS 

Interactive 
Meeting Discussion 

Meeting# 6 
lnstru~ion and 

QRRA ~pectations 
Explained 

14-Apr-99 Different refereeing requirements for different levels 

New Coaching Techniques being trialled & Tested 

Law Interpretation -Junior Rugby I Safety 

28-Apr-99 The Major Phases in Review- Members Proficiency 

Hand Out of 1999 Referee Apparel, Passes with 

Member Benefrts & Info Law - Question and Answers 

Meeting # 7 Use of Captains 
Interactive 

Meeting Discussion 

Meeting# 8 
Gr~up Sessions with 
Meeting Discussion 

12-May-99 From U/1 4 to First Grade 

Different Levels Varied problems and Different Answers 

Positional play 
26-May-99 Coaching and Refereeing Perspectives 

Key Elements that give you the best Options & Angles 

PHIL JONES 

TRENT FORNO (GPS) 

JOHN ROWE (WESTS) 

FRANK MICKLEJOHN 

QUAL/FICA TIONS 

ORU Board Chairman 

Australian Panel Refrees 

RUGBY L3 Coach/OLD U/19 Selector I Culb Coach 

CRICKET- OLD COACHING DIRECTOR 

OLD REDS Assist Coach 

AUST RUGBY Assist Coach 

ORU Skills Development Coach 

L 2 Coach 

ORRA Coaching Co-ordinator 

Current A Grade Club Captains 

who have Captained teams since Underage 

L2 Referee I L2 Coach 

OLD/ARU Instructor 
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1999 QRRA Lecture Program 
MEETING 
and METHOD 

Meeting# 9 
Presentation 

_Meeting Discussion 

Meeting# 10 
Group Sessions & 

General Discussion 

Meeting# 11 
Presentation and 

· Questions 

Meeting# 12 
Prepared Handout 

and Questions 

Meeting# 13 
Concentrated & 

Adopted Course 
Presentation 

Meeting# 14 
Group Sessions 
and Discussion 

DATE SUBJECT 
and CONTENT 

Prevention v lnterferannce 

09-Jun-99 Allow Teams to play the style they want to - How a 

decision may effect a teams strategy and confidence 

Advantage v Team Tactics (All Levels) 

23-Jun-99 The impact of Law, Tactics , Communication and 

Good Game Structure Law - Question and Answers 

The Games Direction and Law Implications 

O?·Jul-99 The Challenges to maintain integral facets of the game 

Contestability,.Physical Lim its, Speed and Safety 

Know and understand your commitment & responsibilities 

Check Lists and' Percentage Refereeing' 

21-Jul-99 Maintain Standards with Changing Needs 

Touchjudge Course 

04·Aug·99 Accredited Course and Written Examination 

Communication and Timing 

18·Aug·99 (Perception v Real ity - Actions and Reactions ) 

Meeting # 15 BBQ & DRINKS SEASON-END 

Informal BBQ 
Touch Footy Game 

01·Sep·99 A. Cole I S. Young I R. Bendeich 

PRESENTER 

GREG HINTON 

TERRY O'CONNOR 

DICK MARKS 

ANDREW COLE 

COLE BARRETT 

FRANK MICKLEJOHN 

QUAL/FICA T/ONS 

AUST Panel Referee 

L2 Referee I L2 Coach 

QRU BOARD Member 

ARU Laws Committee Advisor 

AUST Panel Referee 

QRU Rugby Coaching Director- Referees 

Level 2 Instructor and Course Facilitator 

Level 3 Referee 

L2 Referee I L2 Coach 

QLDIARU Instructor 

BBQ Cooked by World Cup Referees 
Grand Final Referees Announced 

General Presentations and Giveaways 



ICU Report Coaching+Devopment 
1999 was another successful and pleasing year for the co-ordinators of the ICU Group 
highlighted by individual performances at State Titles and the elevation to First Grade of a 
number of the partici pants. 

The season start of the ICU was delayed, however this did not dampen the enthusiasm of the 
Group, wh ich saw excellent attendance at both meetings and training sessions. It must be said 
that the "beep test" foll owed by a law exam at Easts Rugby Union Ground on a hot and steamy 
day was a testing way to start any season . 

Twelve individuals were invi ted to join the ICU this year and for the first time this included two 
country representati ves, David Shing from the Sunshine Coast and Rob Walker from Northern 
New South Wales. It would be remiss of me not to note Rob Walker's efforts in attending both 
the Monday and Wednesday training and meetings; this was a SY2 hour round trip from his 
home. 

From the start participants were challenged not only to improve their knowledge but also their 
fitness and were encouraged to attend both of the training sessions on a Monday and 
Wednesday night. We thank the QRRA Management Committee for funding these sessions; 
these are open to every member. We also extend a vote of thanks to the Associations trainers, 
Jay and Nathan for thei r effort and resources. 

On the alternate Monday night to the QRRA Wednesday meeting the Group met to discuss their 
games, law, game-day strategies and various phases of the game. Each fortnight the Group 
was set a task or topic to research that they had to prepare and bring to the next meeting. 
This allowed for more t ime to be spent in the discussion groups. These sessions included : 

+ Tackle, Ruck and Maul; 
+ Serum; 
+ Control of Foul Play; 
+ Line-out; and 
+ Touch Judging 

A number of guests were invited to offer their insight into our game and our performances, 
these included administrators, coaches (both team and referee), QRU development officers and 
ARU panel referees. 

We thank the co-ordinators, Ian Scotney, Tony Mellick, Barry Leask, Laurie Monaghan, Peter 
Smith and Frank Meiklejohn for their time and commitment. A testament to the success of the 
1999 program was the level of attendance throughout the year that never waned. The 
organisation of the year 2000 program has already commenced. All members are encouraged 
to put their name forward for inclusion in the year 2000 ICU Group. 

Don 't wait for someone to ask you, take the initiative nominate yourself. 



QRRA + Reds Rugby College Program 
The Reds Rugby College (RRC), established in 1997, is a program designed by the QRU to 
specifically target the development of young rugby players between the ages of 15 and 23. The 
college offers scholarships to a wide range of players who have demonstrated the necessary 
skill/ potential to progress beyond club competition to State or National selection. The 
scholarship's provide the player with specific athletic coaching as well as vocational and career 
guidance and assistance. In some instances this can include a small bursary to cover the costs 
of books and study material. 

After negotiations between the QRRA and the QRU the RRC approached the Association in 
1997 with the view of including referees in the RRC program. In 1998 the QRRA was again 
approached. In this instance the Management Committee offered me the opportunity to 
participate. I was privileged to be given a chance to mix and train with this squad of talented 
young rugby players, some of whom have already represented Queensland, the ACT and 
Australia. 

The College runs on a 12 month cycle, starting in October with intense pre-season training 
which runs through to March in the following year, afetr which time the players return to their 
respective clubs. During the season proper however participants are required to attend a 
compulsory gym session. The pre-season training consists of (5) training sessions per week. 
Three of these sessions are (3) two hourbolcks including a strength/speed, anerobic and 
aerobic session. The remaining (2) sessions are spejnt in the gym. The length and type of gym 
session depends on each individuals specified program. 

Individual performance and development is closely monitored through regular testing. Tjis 
testing includes -

- Fitness- comprising a range of jumps, leaps and skips, ten and thirty metre sprints and 
the rugby specific beep test; 

- Strength - three reps of amximum weight for chins, bench presses and squats; and 
- Skinfold - a measure of body fat content 

In addition to the commitment to training, scholarship holders are expected to actively participate 
in promotional and fundraising activities and from time to time are ashed to become involved in 
research projects for Universities. I was fortunate enough to be asked to participate in a study 
by UQ in to knee injuries and why they are common place in contact sports such as rugby union. 

The RRC also has a number of support staff who are there to assist the College participants. 
These include doctors, physiostherapists, a dietician and dentist, strenght and performance 
coaches .. The RRC has also incorporated a mentor program where the RRc Manager matches 
each participant with an ex-player who has played at a high level in the same position. I my case 
as a referee, I was mentored by Barry Leask, an Australian Panel and Test Referee. 

The RRC has been a great opportunity and one which I have very much appreciated . It has 
given me ythe opportunity to interact with players and provide me with a better understanding of 
their roles and what they are trying to achieve. 

I would like to thank Damien Hearne the RRC Manager, Damien Mendis the performance co
ordinator and the various support staff of the RRC for their assistance over the past twelve 
months. To the QRRA Management Committee I would also like to say thanks for the 
opportunity 

Steve Leszcynski 
QRRA Member 
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l 612 (41av) 264 30 93 98 98 86 525 419 1335 53 10693 TOTALJ 

1998 TOTAL = 129 Active Members 

1999 TOTAL = 163 Act ive Members ( 21% Increase) 



5-7 QRRA Pre- Season Camp 
THE L4 WS ,. THE GAME 

12 Qld v Auckland I NSW v Canterbury 
I 7 NSW v Auckland 

Llfeeting #1 - The Year Ahead 
Committee Report to Members 
Qld v Canterbury 

20&21 Level2 Referee Course (D!Dawns) 
24 QRRA Coaches ~feeling 
27 QldvWellington i S12Wkl 
28 Level I Referee Course (Tovmsvil/e) 

March 

3 Meeting #Z- Contest v Continuity 
1999 Law Interpretations 

6 Chiefs v Qld I Sl2 Wk2 ; JnrU17118 
7 &8 Referee Courses (Brisbane) 

Levels I and 2 
Australian Grand Pru -Melbourne 

12 Qld , . ACf I Sl2 Wk3 
13 Incitec I 11 
14 Level I Referee Course 

(Gold Coasr and Sunshme Coaslj 

17 Meeti11g #3- Rugby Direction 
QRU Plans & Referee Expectations 

25 Australia , . England-Centenary 
Test (Stadium Aust - Sydney) 

XXXX 212 (12) Sub 211 lnr Comp 

26 Referee's Function -Interchange 
VENUE-

28-02 G/Coast Schools Carnival (Carrara) 
30-{)6 National Ul9 Champs (Sydney) 

July 
3 
3-10 
4- 11 

6 

10 
15-18 
17 

21 

21 
24 

30 

August 

)()..."'0012 (13) Sub 212 
National UJ 6 Champs (BaUma) 
Woman's National Champs (Perch) 

Meeting #I I- Safety Role of Refereeing 
Kno"' & Understand your Corrunittment 
XXXX412 (14):AIC&TAS7!1 Sub2/3 
British Open (Camoutsie RGC) 
Australia v South Africa (Suncorp) 
XXXX 512 (15); G.P.S. 811 AIC & TAS 911 
Sub 214 Jnr Comp 
M et!li11g # I Z- Self Check, No Robots 
Maintain Standards with Changing 1' eeds 
Q RRA Coaches M eeling 
New Zealand v Australia (Auckland) 
X>u'""'()( 6'2 (16): G.P.S. 911 Sub 215 
XXXX 712 (17) Sub 216 
Walla Day U7 & US (Ballymore) 

1 Midi Day (B ' more), Jnr UIJ6 Fiae Final 

~ 

21 

24 
25-28 
27 

28 
31 

April. 
4 

8-11 
9 
10 

II 
1Z 

17 

18 
2 1 
23 

4 

7 

8 
11 
12-15 
14 
13-15 
18 

20-22 
28 

27-29 

.'\.UCklllHU , - \l.IU .:ll.t.. VVK't 

lncnec 21L Jn r UI7 18 
Level 1 Referee Course (Po-'1de Bay) 

England,. Fran ce- 5 Nat10ns 
QRRA Coaches .Meeting 

Pla)'ers Championsgh.ip (TPC Sa-wgras:s) 

Canterbw-y v Qld I Sl2 Wk5 
XXXX- 111 lncitec 311 
Level 1 Referee Course (Bnsbane) 
Meeting #4 -First Impressions 
Role of the Adjud icator 

Easter \ Veekend (No Games-Bnsbane) 

Stormers v Qld I S 12 Wk6 
Southern Skies Tournament (BBC) 
US Masters (Augusta) 
Bulls v Qld I SJ2 Wk7 
XXXX 211 lncitec 411 Jnr Il l 
Level 1 Referee Course ([)!Downs) 

Level I Referee Course (Mackay) 

Meeting #5- Developments in Rugby 
The Game & New Coaching Techniques 

Qld v Otago S 12 Wk8 UI7 G/Final 
XXXX 311 lncitec 511 Jnr U7115 
Level 1 Referee Course (Ca1rns) 
QRRA Coaches Mretin~: 
AUST ,. NZ (Rugby League) 

M eeting #13- Touchjudges (Course) 
Announce GRAND FINAL POOLS 
Qld Reds v USA (Ballymore) TBA 
XXXX 812 (18) ; Mini Day U9 & UIO 
Sub 217; Jnr U113 to U/18 GFinals 
Midi DayUI2 
RNA SHOW (Holiday) 
USPGA Championship (Mediah GC) 
Stb Africa v Australia (Cape Tomt) 
XXXX Competition Semi Finals 

Met!ling #14- Communication 
Timing, Action, Perception & Reality 
XXXX Competition Prelim Finals 
Australia , . New aaland 
(Stadium Australia - Sydney) 
XXXX Competition Grand Finals 

September 
1 Met!li11g # 15 - Qualities of an Ideal 
2 QRRA Referee - U1l the Bar 
4-5 NSW v ACT {SF'S) 

D 
6-11 

Subw-ban Grand Finals, Fathers Day 
Junior Competition G!Finals 
NoncE . Nominations 2000 Committee 
DUE DATE -Annual Repor15ubnllSSIOnS 

8 QUI v NSW (Ballymore) 

23 

28 

May 
I 

2 
8&9 

12 

14 
15 

15&16 

19 
21-23 

Anzac Day Test 
QldvBye Sl2 V<k9 
XA..'-.""X 4 I lncJteo 61 Sub 1/ 1 

1lfeet.ing #6- The Phases in Revie" 
1999 Law Interpretations- Junior \\'ays 
Nett• ltf~mber & Information Night 
Season Kits & Jfember Benefas Presented 

NSW ,. Qld i SJ2 WkJO (SFS) 
XXXX 511 GPS I I I Jnr Comp 
Level J Referee Course (Rody) 
lncitec Cup Seml Finals 
Qld v Cats I Sl2 Wkl I (Bal(vmare) 
XXXX 611 ; GPS 211 ; AIC & T AS I I I ; 
Sub 112; Jnr Comp 
lncitec Cup Final I Mothers Day 
Meeting #7- Use of Captains 
Different Levels, Varied Problems & Answers 

Cricket World Cup (&gins) 
Qld ' ' Sharks I S 12 Wkl2 (Ba/lvmore) 
XXXX 711 ; GPS 311 ; AIC & T AS 211 
Subl /3 Jnr Comp 
Level 2 Referee Course (Tawnsv,/le) 

Level 1 Referee Cou rse (Bnsbane) 
QRRA Coaches Meeting 
Super 12 Semi Finals 
XXXX 811 GPS 411 AIC & TAS 3/1 

Sub I /4 Jnr Comp 

23-26 Ryder Cup (The Country Club, MAS) 
26 NRL Grand Final 
25 Nominarionsfor 2000 Commillee 

October 
I Rugby World Cup (Opening Ceremony) 

Australia,. Romania (Belfust)Ril'C 

8-1 0 Honda Gold Coast Indy Carnival 
(Surfers Paradise) 

9 Ireland,, Australia (LandsdO\me) RWL 
14 Australia v USA (Limerick) RWL 

23 Quarter Fmal (Cardif)Rll'C 
28 Semi Final (fwickenham) RWL 

1\ovember 
6 World Cup Fmal (CardiJ) RWC 
13 RDO and DevewpmLnl Meeting 

QRRL\ Annual General Meeting 
and Annual Dinner (F'UIL DAJ? 

Thcl OAAA. gr.n11'utly ot:km,.,.l<.d(Jfl• 
l ho;~.nl~otancolillvvnbyThllolhJ ,.."l9C:O mp.aNII ~-.,-· 

ORAAI~ ~'~s..,,otta'"' ~ 

~~ lli:,.,..a 
MYEA 

CENTRE 
8RI511ANE 

OFI!.N'7DAl'S 

Konica 
SrwtiSCi 
~Rfxo• 
~SPORTSWEAR 

~~ 

26 

28-30 
29 
June 
2-8 
4 

12 

16 
17-20 
19 

19-21 

20 
21 
13 

.Ci~;"l\"'11 '-'pc;;u iDf:j{lllS} 

.\Jeering #8- Positional Pla) 
The Ke~ Elements that make the Rut E~~ 
State of Origm- Nor] (Suncorp) 
Super 12 Final 
XXA.'X 9/1 GPS 5/1 AJC & T AS 4 I Sub I 5 

National Under 21 Champs (ACT) 

Corporate Sevens - Ballymore 
Meeting #9- PrevenHon v lnterferancc 
Joint Meetin:ffraining- QRLRRA (rBq 
State of Origin - No=2 (Sydney) 
Australia v Ireland (Ballymore) 
XXXXII /2 GPS711 . .>JC&TAS6' I 
Sub 1/6; Jnr Comp 
QRRA Coat'hes Mf't'ting 
US Open (Pinehur31 RCC) 
Australia v Ireland (Subioco-Sydney) 
Qld Reds v England •Ballymore) 
XXXX 112 (II ) Sub I - ; Jnr Comp 
QJRU State Champ> 'Gold Cowr) 
lnr U 13, U/14 & U/16's 
Cricket World Cup FVIal 
Wimbledon Begins 
Meeting #10 - Advantage 
Law, Tactics D.lld Structure- All Levels 
State of Origin - Noe3 (Suncorp) 

QRRA 1999 ~ 

~ 
?J< referee event ~ 
~ lnfonnatlon calendar ~ 

• ACTIVITIES 
· MEETINGS 

• COURSES 

@ 
= 
(9 
~ 

~ 
~ 
@ 
(9 
@ 
@ 

~ 
CUHNSUND 
IUGU RtHIH 
AISOCIA!ION If 

1999 KUSHERIBEJ..'DEICH doc 



m ecognition 

mducation 

finergy 

mespect 

m ntertainment 

m ncouragement 



The QRRA gratefully acknowledges 
the assistance given by the following companies 

@r"HE @uEENSLAND9£UGBY~NION 
THE QUEENSLAND RUGBY UNION CLUB - DOWNTOWN 

SOUTH ERN SKIES RUGBY TOURNAMENT 
GOLD COAST SCHOOLS RUGBY CARNIVAL 
THE DEPARTMENT OF TOURISM, SPORT and RACING 

QRRA Sponsors 

~!~ 
MYER 

CENTRE 
BRISBANE 

OPEN7DAYS 

GPS SPORTSMASTERS ASSOCIATION 
TAS SPORTSMASTERS ASSOCIATION 
ASSOCIATED INDEPENDANT COLLEGES SPORTS ASSOC. 

Produc1 Supporters 

~Rixo• 
, ........ SPORTSWEAR 

Konica 


